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From The Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world — the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life — is 
not of the Father but is of the world. And the world 
is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does 
the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15) 


Greetings to the Readers of The Whole Truth: 


On behalf of the Publishing House, thank you for your support of the Church of God in Christ 
through your purchased subscriptions of The Whole Truth Magazine. We are sincerely appreciative 
and grateful for each of you and all that you contribute to the church. 


As we embark upon the second half of 2013, we pray that you are remaining encouraged about all 
of the great things that God has in store for His people. We do not fret and worry as those who have 
no hope; but rather, we are invigorated by the fact that as we diligently seek and fulfill the will of 
the Father, we will abide with Him forever. This is God’s very promise to us, and what an uplifting 
promise it is! With such a remarkable hope, we can confidently live and rest in Him. 


As always, we trust that this issue of The Whole Truth blesses you tremendously. I pray that you 
will find something new and informative to share with others, as well as a few good reasons to re- 
main inspired. 


People of God, rejoice in all that you have today — life, health, strength, food, family and shelter, 
and do not take such things for granted. Praise God for his loving grace which is surely sufficient 
for today and all of the days to come. And that, my friends, is “good news for God’s people.” 


In His Service, 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church of God In Christ, Inc. 
The Seventh In Succession 
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LETTER from the EDITOR 


Dear Readers: 

We hope that this issue of The Whole Truth 
(TWT) finds each of you blessed beyond 
measure. If you're reading this issue, then 
God has certainly blessed you to see yet 
another warm, vibrant summer that we pray 
has been filled with His peace and joy, and 
perhaps a relaxing vacation or two? 


Id like to personally thank each of you for your support of the magazine, 
whether you’ve subscribed to receive your copies digitally, in print or both. 
We are so elated to serve as your reliable source of pertinent information for 
the Church of God in Christ, as well as provide inspirational editorials to 
help edify Christians everywhere. We hope that you will continue to help 
us spread the word about COGIC’s #1 Urban Christian eMagazine. Make a 
point to tell a friend to subscribe today at www.cogic.org! 


In this quarter’s issue, we’re celebrating two very special individuals, a 
COGIC pioneer and a COGIC centenarian. Take a peek at their accom- 
plishments in Christ for a surefire boost of encouragement for your own, 
personal Christian journey. And as journeys go, few in COGIC have 
likely paralleled the distance of Bishop Carlis L. Moody, Sr. on his 
mission to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the foreign fields. We 
celebrate his decorated accomplishments in this issue as well. 


Unless you’ ve been snoozing under a rock, you’ve probably tuned-in to 
BET’s #1 rated docuseries, The Sheards. TWT had the distinct pleasure 
of capturing an exclusive interview with the entire Sheard family — Bishop 
J. Drew, Karen, Kierra and J. Drew II. Hailed as one of the top 3 Sunday 
docuseries debuts for 2013 among total viewers, with a pilot seen by 
nearly 2 million viewers, read about how one of COGIC’s very own 
families is positively impacting mainstream audiences everywhere! 


Again, many thanks for your continued support, and please feel free to 
provide us with your feedback at thewholetruth@cogic.org. 


Life and favor to you and yours! 


By His Grace, 


April E. Quillen 
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By Sandra Thompson Williams 


Mother Elnora 
Suggs is a long-time 
member of Faith Temple 
Church of God in Christ. 

How long? She’s been 

there since bread was six 

cents a pound and milk 

was eight cents a quart. 

This centenarian was born April 16, 1913 and was 
saved at the tender age of 19. It was at this time 
that she joined Faith Temple in East Chicago, 
Indiana. Her current pastor is Superintendent 
David Blakely. 

During her 80 years as a member of Faith 
Temple, Mother Suggs has served as a missionary, 
Sunday School teacher and member of the Mothers 
Board. Mother Suggs loves the song “Jesus Paid it 
All” and one of her favorite passages of scripture is 
the 23rd Psalm. 

Born in Montpelier, Mississippi, Mother 
Suggs was a homemaker for many years, wife and 
mother of three children. She has outlived most 
of her peers but has seven grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. 

Her 100th birthday was recently celebrated 
with her son, Dr. Donald Suggs, who is publisher of 


The St. Louis American 
Newspaper in St. Louis, 
Missouri, as well as her 
daughter, Loretta John- 
son, her caretaker, and 
generations of descen- 
dants who honor her as 
the matriarch of their 
family. Mother Suggs’ daughter describes her as a 
very giving person. “My mother has supported the 
Missions Department for many years,” said Loretta 
Johnson. “She loves to attend church and praise 
the Lord!” 
‘Mother Suggs currently resides in Harvey, 
Illinois with her daughter and son-in-law. 

One of her healthy habits is to eat oatmeal 
quite often. Although, her daughter admits that 
her mother enjoys vanilla ice cream as dessert on 
a regular basis. When asked to what she attributes 
her longevity, Mother Suggs readily said, “Honor 
your father and mother.” 


Sandra Thompson Williams is a member of New Mt. Zion 
COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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Saturday, May 12, 2013 will be recorded as an epic day 
in the life of the Church of God in Christ. 


For on that day, Mother Willie Mae Rivers, 
International Supervisor of the Women’s Department, 
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate degree by the 
C.H. Mason Theological Seminary 
at the Inter- Denominational Theological Center (ITC) 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The degree was awarded amid the 
pomp and circumstance of the 54th Annual 


Commencement Exercises for (TC, held at the historic 


King Chapel on the grounds of Morehouse College. 
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Mother Rivers Doctorate Ceremony: 


i « Ghtner Rivers was honored for her many years of 
~dadienica service to the Church of God in Christ, 


From Left to Right -- Dr Alonzo Johnson, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, ITC, Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis, Assistant 
General Supervisor, Mother Willie Mae Rivers General Supervisor and Honoree, Dr. David Hall, Dr Harold Bennett, Presi- 
dent-Dean, Charles H. Mason Theological Seminary, Dr Edward P Wimberly (Interim President, ITC) 


both locally and internationally. She was presented 


the Doctor of Humane Letters by Dr. Harold Bennett, 


Dean of the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary. 
Before the presentation, Dr. Bennett gave tribute to 
Mother Rivers by running down an impressive dossier 
of her accomplishments. He began by highlighting 
her humble beginnings in rural South Carolina. He 


spoke of her early dedication to the work of the Lord, 


which resulted in her conversion from the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the Church of God in 
Christ. It was stated that she was held in such high 
esteem by her local church that she was appointed 
church mother at the tender age of 20 years old. 

She has held that position until this day. 


Dean Bennett recounted that years of dedicated ser- 
vice led to other promotions in the Women’s 
Department of the Church of God in Christ, in- 
cluding becoming the Program Expeditor for the 


Women’s International Convention, Member of the 
Executive Board (1st Level of Leadership) for the 
Department of Women, Chairperson of the Jurisdic- 
tional Supervisors (2nd Level of Leadership) and 
Instructor of the District Missionaries Class (3rd 
Level of Leadership). In what has been described 
as a watershed moment, Mother Rivers was 
appointed and installed as the General Supervisor 
of the Women’s Department in 1997 by the late 
Former Presiding Bishop, Chandler David Owens. 


Since her appointment, Mother Rivers has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the female leadership of 
the Church of God in Christ is “trained, developed 
and positioned” to carry on the legacy of our great 
church. She has coordinated numerous workshops 
to emphasize some of the more prominent issues of 
our day, including “Economic Survival Strategies,” 
“Protecting Children from School Bullying” and 


“Conquering Gender Identity Struggles.” She has 
also put special emphasis on the “49 and under” 
group of women in order to provide a platform for 
emerging leaders in the church. 


Mother Rivers is without question an evangelist at 
heart. She has traveled to 48 of the 50 United States 
and her work has carried her abroad to Africa, 
Europe and Asia. Using the influence of her office, 
the Women’s Department of the Church of God in 
Christ has provided over $50,000 to support senior 
living homes, women’s shelters, transitional housing 
and foster care. She has used all available means 

to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, including her 
own “Evangelist Speaks” radio broadcast that is 
aired on several local stations throughout South 
Carolina and in other states. She has authored nu- 
merous prayer and devotional guides and she is 

a gospel recording artist. 


She has also worked to ensure that scholarships are 
available for those pursuing higher education. The 
Women’s Department has been resolute in their goal 
to raise in excess of $130,000 in scholarships to 
cover the expenses of undergraduate and graduate 
education. 


Mother Rivers has founded many local charitable 
organizations, such as the Community Christian 
Women and Men’s Fellowship (CCWMPF). CCWMF 
works with various organizations to maximize their 
impact on the community at large. CCWMF provides 
numerous services to those less fortunate by com- 
forting the bereaved, assisting with educational 
expenses, feeding the hungry, providing clothing 
and housing assistance, and back to school projects, 
providing supplies for hundreds of needy school 
children. 


Mother Rivers’ church work and service to her com- 
munity has been recognized by many news outlets, 
including the 700 Club, Charisma Magazine and 


the Trinity Broadcasting Network. In July 2012, 
she was an invited guest to the White House to par- 
ticipate in the African-American Women’s Forum 
entitled, “Mother, Sister, Daughter, Leader’. It was 
here that she had the distinct honor of meeting and 
intimately communing with First Lady Michelle 
Obama. 


Somewhere in the midst of accomplishing all of 
these great things she managed to be a dedicated 
wife to her late husband, Mr. David Rivers. They 
were married for nearly 56 years and were parents to 
12 children. They have 20 grandchildren, 47 great- 
grandchildren and 8 great-great-grandchildren. 


After Mother Rivers received her honorary degree, 
she was celebrated at a reception at Murrell’s Café at 
Scholar’s Restaurant on the campus of Morris Brown 
College. Mother Rivers began her remarks with the 
lyrics of her trademark song, “All the glory, the honor, 
the praises all day, they belong to God.” Mother Riv- 
ers was honored by the presence of over 100 guests 
who heaped much commendation and praise upon her 
for her accomplishment. She even received a special 
video tribute from Presiding Bishop, Charles E. Blake, 
Sr., also a graduate of the ITC. 


During her speech, Mother Rivers recounted the 
unlikely proposition that a young girl raised in rural 
South Carolina would ever achieve such a note-worthy 
distinction. But she credited her mother’s teaching 
and her unwavering faith in God as her secrets to 
success. TWT 


Wesley Lambert, a member of the National Public Relations 
Staff for COGIC is employed by the Federal Government as a 
Public Affairs Officer and serves as Director of Communications 
for his local church,Greater Community COGIC in Marietta, 
Georgia. 
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The boy, not even 


Vel antcenacels 


walked to the front of the 
church and began to speak 
from Genesis 6, a sermon 
entitled, “It's Gonna Rain.’ 
Minutes later, an adult from 
the congregation came fot 
ward, falling between the 
chairs at the altar, crying for 
God to save him. The man's 
repentance confirmed the 
calling on the life of an 

| |-year-old Carlis Mooay, 
answering the youngster's 
prayer that if the Lord 
wanted him to preach, 
someone would be saved 
when he expounded the 
Scriptures. 


That was 1946. Two-thirds of a century later, that 
onetime youth is still preaching on the same north side 
of the Chicago metroplex, now touching lives across the 
nation and around the globe. 

“Sometimes we run into situations where supplies 
run out or we're challenged by things, but I've learned 
from him to keep moving forward; God will work it out, 
just believe God,” testifies Johnny McNair, who oversees 
nearly 100 churches in South Africa for Bishop Moody, 
who is the interim bishop of that nation, as well as 
longtime prelate over Germany. 


Moody believes deeply and profoundly in the present ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. He says the Spirit speaks to him vividly through both 
impressions in his mind and a physical voice. The young preacher was 
struggling with only a handful of members attending his Faith Temple 
Church of God in Christ in 1961, when he and a Brother Bonaparte 
were setting up for the congregation’s annual tent revival in their home 
of Evanston, IL. “I stood upon the platform, and I heard the Lord speak 
to me like I’m talking to you, and He said, ‘Son, for every seat you put 
under this tent, I’m going to fill it,” Moody recalls. “And I stopped and it 
shocked me, because at that time I had never heard an audible voice like 
that.” He immediately told Bonaparte what happened, and the brother 
asked him how many chairs he should put out. Moody, off the top of his 
head said, “Three hundred.” The Lord filled every last seat and touched 
off a seven-week revival that gave Faith Temple numerical increase and 
financial and spiritual stability. ““What has happened in the (universal) 
church is we have come to a place where we don’t really believe God is 
God,” Moody asserts. “We’ve got a God that the Bible does not show 
us. The God that the Bible shows us is a different God from what we’re 
projecting. He still speaks to people.” 

The bishop is known best for his leading the Church of God in 
Christ’s Home and Foreign Missions Department, since 1975. He’s min- 
istered in 43 countries, nearly as many as the total with a COGIC presence. 
His international ministry began more than 40 years ago with a trip to the 
Dominican Republic at the behest of one of its natives who was a mem- 
ber of his Evanston, IL church. That 19-day trip led to a lasting ministry 
to span 20 congregations in the poverty-stricken island nation. 

“It was exciting for me because on his first trip, he kept sending 
us postcards of what it was like, and I couldn’t wait for him to get back,” 
says Sideary King, his daughter, who is her father’s administrative 
assistant at COGIC headquarters in Memphis, TN. King felt her call to 
missions as a youth when her father brought back to his church a missionary 
and little girl who talked about how God had touched them. As an adult, 
King not only helps her dad, she has her own budding ministry to 
western Canada. 
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All of Moody’s work 
overseas does not mean that he’s 
neglected the United States. A 
pastor since his teenage years, he 
founded Faith Temple on the basis 
of Hebrews 13:8 and Philippians 
4:6-7 — that God is still alive, well 
and working in lives today, and the 
Almighty answers prayers of the 
faithful. These beliefs led Moody 
in 1980 to announce from the 
pulpit, without warning, that the 
church would open a Christian 
school within seven months. He 
recalls his wife, First Lady Mary 
Alice Moody, after the service 
saying, “But honey, we don’t have 
no money, and we don’t have no 
staff, we don’t have anybody.” His 
reply: “Oh, I know, but God said, 
‘Start it,’ so He’s going to provide.” 

Jerry Williams, chairman 
of Faith Temple’s board of trustees, 
came along for the ensuing 
adventure. He accompanied Moody 
to the West Coast to see a pair of 
COGIC church schools and to ask 
questions about how they func- 
tioned. Williams’ wife then felt 
called by God to serve as Faith 
Temple Academy’s principal, as 
she finished her doctoral studies. 
A pair of other teachers came 
forward to help, and Moody had a 
staff. “The Lord just kept bringing 
all these people,’ Jerry Williams 
says. The school opened September 
8, right on time, and eventually 
enrolled nearly 100 students. 

Chairman Williams has 
personal experience with the 
bishop’s moving in the prophetic. 
Moody told him he would have 
his own company, though he had 
been very successful in corporate 
America. Several years later, the 
prophecy came to pass, and within 
five years of the firm’s founding, 
it had revenues in excess of $200 
million. “He has taught us all that 
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God is faithful, have hope, trust and 
faith in Him, and He will answer 
your prayer,” Williams says. 
Moody also has experienced 
adversity. He says neighbors of his 
church used to call the police on 
his people for supposedly being 
loud during his long-running 
revival, and the devil has come 
against his leaders’ families at 
various times. The congregation’s 
mortgage recently was imperiled 
when its bank said it was getting 
out of the church financing business. 
However, each of these circum- 
stances ended in victory for the 
bishop and his congregants. The 


key is listening to the Holy Spirit. 
“The Book says He’s going to 
teach and guide us into all truth, 
but we’ve got to listen,” he says. 

Moody often refers to the 
“unction” of the Spirit; for example, 
he felt particularly prompted one 
Sunday morning to pray sponta- 
neously in service for an elder’s 
son. Shortly afterward, the youth 
narrowly escaped serious injury in 
a car rollover. 

Bishop Moody has a heart 
for families, as he’s been married 
to his first lady for nearly 60 years. 
They have four children, 12 grand- 
children, two great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great grandchild, 


plus an additional one who is “ 
on the way,” the prelate says. 

Lorenzo Kelly, bishop of 
South Dakota, is also part of the 
family. He and Moody knew each 
other as teens, but Kelly fell away 
from the Lord while a youngster. 
Moody’s holy lifestyle whereby 
“he didn’t preach one way and live 
another way,” persuaded Kelly to 
start attending Faith Temple, he 
says. Moody’s preaching on mis- 
sions resonated with Kelly because 
“no one really wanted to answer 
that call,” he says. Kelly’s wife 
returned from a women’s confer- 
ence in the early 1980s united with 
that vision. Kelly 
went to South 
Dakota to preach 
a revival shortly 
thereafter and 
miracles began 
happening, so 
much so that his 
wife flew out 
to the state to 
see for herself. 
The two started 
a church, and 
their efforts have 
led to additional 
congregations and the establishing 
of a jurisdiction. Moody’s guidance 
and support have been vital, Kelly 
says. “He’s really the only father I 
know,” he adds, fighting back tears. 
“My natural father, I never lived 
with him.” 

At age 78, Bishop Car- 
lis Moody, Sr. is still begetting 
children — spiritual children of 
many different tribes and tongues, 
all born of water and the Spirit. 
TWT 


Kyle Huckins is an elder in the Church of God in Christ. He holds an earned doctorate 
in journalism and has done significant graduate work in religion. The winner of awards 
in small, medium and large markets in a 25-year media career, Huckins is a journalism 


professor at Azusa Pacific University. 
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TWT: Bishop, can you 
tell me your church's name 
and the proximity of your 
home and church location 
to the town of Moore, OK, 
that was hit so hard by 
these tornadoes? 
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iSNOF yy: Yes, 

my wife Reva and I live in 
Oklahoma City. The name 
of our church is Victory 
Temple Church of God 

in Christ World Ministry 
Center. We are in the Okla- 
homa South East (OKSE) 
Jurisdiction. Oklahoma 
City is 60 square miles. The 
town of Moore, OK, among other 
small towns, is a suburb of Oklahoma 
City about 10-15 miles away, with a 
population of about sixty-thousand 
people. It is located in an area in 
which we refer to as “tornado alley.” 
There have been bad storms here in 
the past and other tornadoes, specifi- 
cally on May 3, 1999, May 24, 2003, 
and most recently, the worst tornadoes 
occurred on May 20, 2013. 


mat 


TWT: Wow! That must be really 
tough on the people living there. 
How are the people being helped on 
the ground by the effects of this series 


of tornadoes? 


sisnop Coby: Well, our presid- 
ing bishop, Bishop Blake, called to 
see how things were going, to ask 
what could be done and to provide 
encouragement. Also, the COGIC 


churches are checking on 
each other to assess any 
damage or loss they may 
have experienced while 
simultaneously assisting 
other members of the com- 
munity. Most of the issues 
to our churches have been 
loss of water and power 
outages causing no electric- 
ity to our churches. We are 
currently gathering our re- 
sources together and taking 
them to a central location in 
Oklahoma City for current 
and future distribution. At 
this time there has been so 
much support that there 

is a temporary moratorium of sup- 
plies coming in. Other governmental 
organizations and charitable agencies 
are on the scene and providing as- 
sistance: agencies such as Operation 
Hope, World Vision, The American 
Red Cross, FEMA and many more. 
Our jurisdictional coverage spans 
about 200 miles in one direction and 
60 miles in another direction, with 

a steady 40-50 churches which are 


| 
| 
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normally included in that geographi- 
cal location. 


TWYT: Bishop, is there a place 
where COGIC members and all 
readers of The Whole Truth magazine 
may donate in order to help out? 


Bishop Coby: Our Missions 
President, Elder Jerry Graham, is 
working out the details in real time. 
We are currently in conversation with 
the South East Oklahoma Missions, 
COGIC Charities, and COGIC Urban 
Initiatives, to develop the plan for 
effective ministry assistance. Funds 
will be earmarked for certain as- 
sistances and we’ll be able to distin- 
guish more clearly how donations 
will be distributed. In the interim, 
donations may be sent to: COGIC 
Charities, Inc., COGIC Mail Room, 
938 Mason Street, Memphis TN 
38126. Attn: Mother Sylvia Law. 


TWYT: Bishop, if you don’t mind 
being personal...do you know of 
anyone personally affected by this 
weather-related tragedy? 


Bishop Coby: Yes, a former 
church member had a 9-year old 
granddaughter who died in the 
elementary school that was de- 
stroyed. We’ve contacted the family 
and prayed with them and we are in 
contact with the grandmother at this 
time. 


TWT: I’m terribly sorry to hear of 
such news for that family. We pray 
that God continues to grant you and 
your people the grace to be there 
for that family and for others going 
through the effects of the storm. 


TWYT: As a leader in the church, 
what would you say to someone who 
may be questioning why God would 
allow such tragedies to occur? 


Bishop Coby: Well, I would 
challenge them to trust God, in spite 
of the storm. This is an “in spite of” 
moment, not a “because of” time. 
It’s not because of what we’ ve done 
or not, but in spite of the things that 
occur, we should know that God is 
still there for us. I would tell them 
that we can’t take anything in life for 
granted because things that occur like 
this point to the culmination of the 
last days. There has been a diver- 
sity of events which have occurred 
in recent years. In addition to the 


tornadoes and other weather patterns, 
there have been 3-4 scale earthquakes 
in places where the meteorologists 
think that earthquakes shouldn’t oc- 
cur. I’ve found that in my 41 years 
of ministry, it’s not about just know- 
ing that these things happen, but for 
people, it’s about making sense of 
these things that happen. The scrip- 
ture in Romans 8:28 states, “And we 
know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to 
them who are called according to 

His purpose.” There are these types 
of purposes which God provides op- 
portunities. And, in spite of the tragic 
losses, there has been tremendous 
good coming out of this storm. For 
example, there was a man that didn’t 
want to turn anyone away and had 


21 people (more than his allowed 
limit) in his shelter to keep them safe 
from harm. There are stories like that 
which have brought people together 
through this tough time and have 
shown things working for good. 


TWT: Bishop Coby, it’s been a 
pleasure doing this brief interview 
with you. I appreciate all of the 
work that you, your family, and 
your church family are doing in the 
community in which you reside and 
support. I pray for God’s strength, 
power, grace, and peace to surround 
you all as you minister to the commu- 
nity in your area. If you don't mind 
sir, may I pray for you and those 
around you? 


Bishop Coby: You sure can! 


Prayer was completed in Jesus’ 
name, thus ending the interview. 

The loss of life from this devastat- 
ing storm totaled 24 people, includ- 
ing 10 children. 7 of those children 
perished at Plaza Towers elementary 
school, which took a direct hit. Other 
school children were affected from 
Briarwood and Fairview elementary 
schools as well. Our hearts go out 

to all of the families as they recover 
from such a horrific event. We ask 
TWT readers to please keep all of 
the volunteers and the people directly 
or indirectly involved in this natural 
disaster in your prayers. 


The Church of God in Christ has 
donated a total of $30,000 to the 
Oklahoma relief efforts, $10,000 of 
which was donated by The Board of 
Bishops, COGIC Charities, as well as 
the general church. TWT 


Robert Anthony Day, Sris a 26-year military 
veteran who attends the Gospel Service at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in Wright- 
stown, New Jersey, where he serves as the 
Associate Pastor to the military chaplains. 
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| o mark the 118th year of The Whole Truth, 
| members who unassumingly standout as “Voices of 
| These voices are the ushers, deacons, choir 
elders of the church; anyone that you feel 1s mg 
community, and inspiring others to do the 


“inspirers”’ of the church and introduce 


Our goal is to discover and select various 
“Voices of Inspiration” in the following categories: 


The UNSUNG HERO 


Awarded to an individual who is a jack of all trades. This person can be found volunteering 
for the difficult, unpopular tasks that most are unwilling to do. 


The GOOD SAMARITAN 


Awarded to an individual who, whenever assigned a task, goes “above and beyond” the 
call of duty to get the job done well. 


The COGIC KID 


Awarded to a youth between the ages of 12-16 who is making a difference in his/her local 
church, district or jurisdiction. 


The MOST INSPIRING SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
Awarded in recognition of innovative teaching that inspires attendance, participation, 


and biblical growth in Sunday School. 


The SEASONED SAINT 

Awarded to a senior saint in the local, district or jurisdictional level who best exemplifies 
holiness and inspires younger saints to live a life of holiness and actively work in their 
church and community. Must be at least fifty years of age. | 


The JEREMIAH AWARD 
Awarded to a person who, in spite of individual crisis and hardship, has dedicated his/herself 


to the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ, laboring unselfishly and in obscurity within his/her 
church and community. 


MASTER OF MOTIVATION 
Awarded to an individual who possesses the ability to get any and all tasks done with ease, ensur- 
ing cooperation of those in their auxiliary or group at the local, district or jurisdictional level. 


GRAND GUARDIAN(S) 
Awarded to the parent(s) who has made personal sacrifices in his/her own life to ensure the 
training and nurturing of their child or children. 


The GREAT COMMISSIONER 
Award given for outstanding and noteworthy community outreach efforts by an individual 
serving as a representative of his/her local church. 


S.E. MITCHELL EVANGELISTIC AWARD 
Awarded to an individual who preaches the unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ at every chance 
and opportunity. 


PRESIDING BISHOP C. E. BLAKE, SR. LEADERSHIP AWARD 

The Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. Leadership Award is presented annually by the 

Presiding Bishop to a person or group of persons who: 

e Exemplify loyalty, dedication and commitment to God, the church and their assignment 
within the Church Of God In Christ; 

e Diligently serve to ensure that the Presiding Bishop’s vision for COGIC is exceptionally 
executed; 

e Consistently exhibit enthusiasm and grace with every assignment and interactions with people, 
both within and outside of COGIC; and 


e Show an understanding of the mission, vision and principles of COGIC. 


HERE 


ELIGIBLITY: Demonstrates a life that exemplifies the frurt of the spirit and a witness for Christ. 

Has shown dedication to the auxiliary, office, position, and/or church group (e.g, choir ushers, etc.) that he or she serves or participates in. 
Has outwardly demonstrated a genuine love for the Lord. 

Loyal, dedicated, obedient and supportive member of their local Church of God in Christ (COGIC) congregation. 

Adheres to the teaching of holiness. 

Open to members of COGIC churches worldwide. 


ENTRY DETAILS: All entries must be received in the The Whole Truth mailbox at www.cogic.org by | 1:59 pm Eastern Time on Saturday, August 31, 
2013. An entry must be a completely original work and not previously published or submitted in any other publication. By submitting an entry, entrant 
acknowledges that he/she has obtained the consent of all third parties whose persons or property are identified in his/her story. 


JUDGING DETAILS: A selection committee comprised of the writers, editors and staff of the COGIC Public Relations Department will select from 
the 500 word or less essays you present that describe why your nominee should be selected as a true voice of inspiration, Individual results will not be 
released. All decisions by the judges are final. In the July issue of The Whole Truth, we will devote the entire magazine to the inspirers of our church. 
We will honor these individuals by sharing their detailed profiles and introducing them to our readers as COGIC Voices of Inspiration.” 


On Sunday, May 19, 2013, Christians from around the 
world celebrated Pentecost Sunday. It was a glorious 
commemoration because it represented the day when the 
power of the Holy Ghost fell upon the early church. 


he Church of God in 
Christ is a Pentecostal- 


Protestant church and according 
to our statement of faith, “We 
believe the Holy Ghost or Holy 
Spirit is the third person of the 
Trinity, proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, is of the same sub- 
stance, equal to power and glory, 
and is together with the Father 
and the Son, to be believed in, 
obeyed, and worshipped. The 
Holy Ghost ts a gift bestowed 
upon the believer for the pur- 
pose of equipping and empow- 
ering the believer, making him a 
more effective witness for service 
in the world. He teaches and 
guides one into all truth’ john 
tol SeANets) |:876'37). 

| have always been fasci- 


PO 


By Marion McNair 


nated by the Trinity; separate, yet 
one. It was not until | understood 
the trichotomy of man (spirit, 
body and soul) that the Trinity 
became clearer In my mind. 

God created man for a 
relationship with Him, but we 
disobeyed Him. ln our disobedi- 
ence to God, Jesus, the second 
person of the Trinity, descended 
from heaven to redeem us back 
into right fellowship with God. 
Not wanting to leave us alone, 
Jesus says in John 14:16,‘‘And | 
will pray the Father and He will 
give you another Helper, that He 
may abide with you forever[.]’’ 
The Helper is the third person of 
the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. He re- 
Sides in us (| Cor. 3:16), sanctifies 
us (Rom. 15:16), teaches us (John 


| 4:26), equips us (Rom. 8:13), 
leads and guides us (Rom. 8:14), 
empowers us (Acts |.8), speaks 
(tongues) through us (Acts 2:4) 
and intercedes for us (Rom. 8: 
26-27), 

Yes, the most amazing, 
wonderful, fantastic, glorious 
gift God has given the believer, 
besides Jesus, is the power of the 
Holy Ghost. 


The Holy Spirit resides in us 
(John 14:16 NKJV): “Do you not 
know that you are the temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells in 
you?” 

My grandmother raised me 
and she would say, “You don’t have to 
have the prettiest house on the block, 
but you can have the cleanest.” The 
fall of man has affected our human- 
ity. We are damaged. The Holy Spirit 


brings conviction on us so that when 
we hear the gospel, it draws us in and 
reveals to us our need for salvation. 
Before we accepted Jesus Christ as our 
personal savior, our homes were dirty, 
but thank God for salvation and for the 
Holy Spirit, who, once we accept Jesus 
Christ into our lives, comes and takes 
residence inside of us. As believers, 
when we error in our ways, the Holy 
Spirit, who now dwells in us, convicts 
us toward change. Through His loving 
prodding, He encourages us to keep a 
clean house. 


The Holy Spirit sanctifies us 
(Rom. 15:16): “[T]hat I might be a 
minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, 
ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering of the Gentiles might be ac- 
ceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” 
Sanctification comes from 
the Latin words sanctus, which means 
holy, and ficare, which means make. 
To sanctify means to “make holy.” 
God has called all believers to minister 
to the unbelievers. Mark 16:15 states, 
““And He said to them, ‘Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every 
eledtire.. 


The Holy Spirit teaches us 
(John 14:26): “But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you.” 

In John 15:26, the Holy Spirit 
(our Helper) is known as the “Spirit 
of Truth.” Also, John 16:13 tell us that 
the “Spirit of Truth” (our Helper) will 
guide you to the truth. The believer 
can rest in the Lord knowing that your 
Teacher, the Holy Spirit, will guide you 
to the truth. He will reveal the future, 
and He will glorify the works of Jesus 
Christ, which brings salvation. 


The Holy Spirit equips 
us (Rom. 8:13): “For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die; but 
if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live.” 

Ephesians 6:10-11, 17-18 


states, “Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil... And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God; 
praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit...” 


The Holy Spirit leads and 
guides (Rom. 8:14): “For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God.” 

Psalms 37:23 states, “The 
steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord, And He delights in his way.” 
Our Presiding Bishop, Bishop Charles 
E. Blake says, “God protects where 
He directs. God provides where He 
guides.” When you know you are 
being lead and guided by God, you 
follow Him without worry or doubt 
because your life is in His hands. 


The Holy Spirit empowers us 
(Acts 1.8): “But you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

1 John 4:4 states, ““You are of 
God, little children, and have over- 
come them, because He who is in you 
is greater than he who is in the world.” 
In the Church of God in Christ, we 
believe that to be filled with the Spirit 
means to be Spirit-controlled, as ex- 
pressed by Paul in Ephesians 5:18-19. 
Since the charismatic demonstrations 
were necessary to help the early church 
to be successful in implementing the 
command of Christ, we therefore 
believe that a Holy Ghost experience is 
mandatory for all men today.” 


The Holy Spirit speaks (tongues) 
through us (Acts 2: 2-4): “And 
suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. Then there appeared 
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and 
one sat upon each of them. And they 


were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

In the Church of God in 
Christ, “We believe that the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost is an experience 
subsequent to conversion and sancti- 
fication and that tongue-speaking is 
the consequence of the baptism in the 
Holy Ghost with the manifestations of 
the fruit of the spirit” (Galatians 5:22- 
23; Acts 10:46, 19:1-6). 


The Holy Spirit intercedes to 
God on our behalf (Rom. 8:26- 
27): “Likewise the Spirit also helps in 
our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself makes interces- 
sion for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered. Now He who searches 
the hearts knows what the mind of the 
Spirit is, because He makes interces- 
sion for the saints according to the will 
of God.” 

Most of us have had pain so 
severe and burdens so heavy we could 
barely breathe. Thank God for the 
Holy Spirit, who takes the groanings 
of our spirit, or words we do not have, 
and interprets them to our Heavenly 
Father. 

Let the power of the Holy 
Spirit live inside of you today. There is 
no magic in receiving the Holy Spirit. 
As a believer, simply ask Him to fill 
you, believe and receive the Holy 
Ghost. Praise Him. Worship Him. 
Magnify Him. Thank Him. Receive 
Him now, in the name of Jesus. God 
will give you unimaginable peace, joy, 
and power...Holy Ghost power. 

To learn more about the 
Church of God in Christ and what we 
believe, visit our website at: 
www.COGiC.org. TWT 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Missionary 
at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, CA) 
where she sings in the Mass Choir She also 
teaches Biblical Studies at the Lynwood 
Women's Correctional Facilities. 


By Reginald Boswell 


COGIC FACT 

The Centennial Proclamation (2007) — directly reduces the number of 
presented by Presiding Bishop species threatened with extinction 
Charles E. Blake was an interfaith and environmental sustainability 


document that called for a directive for through integral policies that reverse 
future leadership to reverse current the loss of environmental resources; 
“ill-conceived” social trends, including — with the need of greater attention 
those that threaten the environment. to slow deforestation and preserve 
Calling for “land conservation that marine areas for biodiversity.” | 
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... the Bible’s God-given mandate to exercise good 
stewardship over the earth... (Gen 1:26, 2:/5) 


Generally, there are 
two views in the debate 
over climate change: 
the scientific approach 
and the industrial 
model. Currently, many 
politicians, backed 
by a conglomerate of 
industrial constituents, 
make claims that cli- 
mate change is a hoax.’ 
Colleagues of these 
pundits marginalize 
the effects of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) upon the 
environment. However, 
many scientists are 
alarmed at the rate of 
temperature change 
and the shifting of the 
jet stream causing 
ozone depletion. Sci- 
entists and the envi- 
ronmental conscious 
community insist that 
preventive measure 
must be taken now to 
curb the proliferation of 
greenhouse gases that 
may cause an irrevers- 
ible change effect upon 
the earth’s atmosphere. 
In response to 
the Bible’s God-given 
mandate to exercise 
good stewardship over 
the earth (Gen 1:26, 
2:15), General Board 
member Bishop George 
D. McKinney, Ph.D., 
prelate of the South- 
ern California Second 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- 
tion and senior pastor of 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, 


submitted a resolution 
on behalf of the General 
Board at the April Call 
meeting entitled, Climate 
Change3, which was 
quickly recognized and 
resolved into the Church 
of God In Christ. 

A portion of 
the COGIC Climate 
Change Resolution 
reads: “Therefore, be 
it resolved, that the 
Church of God In Christ, 
Inc. will take action and 
recognize our role and 
responsibilities in con- 
fronting climate change, 
and...engage in measur- 
able stewardship 
actions that reduce en- 
ergy consumption, use 
sustainable practices in 
our houses, building and 
houses of worship, and 
seek good counsel in 
peer-reviewed climate 
scientists that will in- 
crease our knowledge 
and actions to confront 
climate change (Prov. 
12:15; 15:22). In addi- 
tion, the Church of God 
In Christ, Inc. pledges 
to find ways to reduce 
the impact and risk of 
climate change through 
promoting good stew- 
ardship habits and 
increase awareness in 
our houses, businesses, 
relationships, and 
congregations” ° 

Bishop McKin- 
ney, author of eight 


books, and contributor 
of many more, also 
wrote a chapter in a 
collection of sermons 
and lectures published 
by the Evangelical 
Environment Network 
(EEN) called, The Best 
Preaching on Earth. 
Bishop McKinney has 
been a member of EEN 
since 1993. “The earth 
is the LORD'S, and 
the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that 
dwell therein” * has sig- 
nificance as the seminal 
passage of scripture 
for many of Bishop 
McKinney's premises 
concerning environ- 
mental issues. Accord- 
ing to Bishop McKinney, 
action must be taken in 
response to the scien- 
tific findings relating to 
the current condition of 
our environment. Bish- 
op McKinney affirmed 
in his review, presented 
on behalf of the General 
Board, the findings of a 
United Nations Program 
called the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) that, 
“confirmed the increase 
of the number and 
length of heat waves, 
the increase of the 
frequency of heavy rain 
falls and the increase of 
duration and intensity of 
droughts.”° 

Bishop McKinney 


presented findings from 
the IPCC contained 
also in an Executive 
Summary of the Co- 
penhagen Diagnosis. 
This summation is the 
comprehensive analysis 
of the world’s leading 
scientists in various 
disciplines on climate 
change. The most sig- 
nificant, recent climate 
changes confirm in this 
study that “the surging 
carbon-dioxide (green- 
house gas) levels in our 
environment are from 
fossil fuel emissions, 
recent global tempera- 
tures demonstrate hu- 
man-induced warming, 
the current sea-level 
rise is underestimated, 
the acceleration of 
melting of glaciers and 
the delay in action 

risks irreversible dam- 
age.”© Bishop McKinney 
said, “In light of these 
findings, protection of 
the atmosphere and 
addressing human 
suffering are both a 
moral responsibility and 
spiritual answer to the 
divine commandment 
that humanity take ex- 
cellent care of the earth 
(Gen. 2:15) and that 
people love God and 
their neighbors (Matt. 
22:37).” TWT 


REFERENCES 


1 United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 
Meeting of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 3/21/13 (Sen. Bernie Sanders) 
OGIC Resolution # 042013-13, submitted April 10, 2013 by Bishop George D. McKinney 


d Il of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge, UK, and 
D119. 


Fourth Administrative Assistant of the 


Christ Bookstore 


COMMITTED TO COMMUNICATING CHRIST 


NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION KING JAMES VERSION Soe NS NIN | eee 
. _ eens LARGE PRINT 


Access the strengths of the two most trusted translation 


approaches to gain inspiration from the distinctive 


naw The Two Most Popular 


IMPLAHATIGHAL 


VARSION Translations in One Volume 


KJV and NIV side by side for quick 
verse-for-verse comparison 


Large print for easy reading 


NIV and KJV concordances 


AMERICA: 


REGAINING OUR BEAUTY 


By Elder Rick Cunningham 


_ “America! America! 
God mend thine ev D flaw, : 


Fast Forward... 


1962 = The Supreme Court of the United States banned state sponsored prayer in 
public schools. 


1968 = The Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs formed to combat the influx 
of dangerous drugs. 


1973 = Landmark United States Supreme Court decision confirmed abortion as a 
legal right. 


April 19, 1995 = 168 Americans were killed in the domestic terror bombing in | 
Oklahoma City, OK. | 


December 2012 = 28 children and 6 adults were shot at Sandy Hook elemen- 
tary school in Newtown, Connecticut. 


March 26, 2013 = The United States Supreme Court took up the issue of 
legalizing same sex matriages. 


April 15, 2013 = Two bombs exploded along the route of the Boston, Massa- 
chusetts marathon race, killing 3 and injuring scores of people. 


30 THE WHOLETRUTH 


Can you detect the pattern here? Can you recognize 
the progression of wickedness that is overtaking our 
society? The Bible instructs us in Ephesians 5:16 to 
pay attention and redeem the time for the days are 
evil. Evil is on a terror, but all hope is not lost. We 
can make a change in this trend if we get on one 
accord and pray. . 

We, the people of God, the Church, have the 
ability to effect change if we will collectively come 
together in prayer and seek God’s intervention. We 
cannot remain indifferent to society’s worsening con- 
dition and behavior. As a body of believers, we can 
go to God and He will respond. That is a commit- 


ment that God made to us. God said, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” 
(2 Chronicles 7:14 KJV). 

There is a direct correlation between the 
spiritual condition of the nation and the tragic 
events that continue to occur with rapid frequency. 
We have to go beyond just acknowledging the exis- 
tence of God. We have to live our lives according to 
how God has instructed us to do. There is no use in 
presenting the nation as a God-fearing society while 
at the same time embracing behavior that is contrary 
to the Word of God. 

We as members of the Body of Christ have 
been empowered to make changes in these worsening 
conditions of today. All we need is the faith to 
believe that our prayers will make a difference. The 
Bible teaches us in James 5:16-18, “Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of 


a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man 
subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on 


the earth by the space of three years and six months. 


And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit.” Every time mass 
violence occurs, there is the subsequent reactionary 


request for prayer for those impacted by the violence. 


However, a proactive approach to prayer can help 
prevent more acts of flagrant disregard for human 
life from occurring. 

God is watching everything that is taking 
place, but we can’t blame Him for the violence and 


overpowered God and is not preventing God from 
protecting and blessing us. “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord; and the people whom he 
hath chosen for his own inheritance. The Lord loo- 
keth from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 
From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all 
the inhabitants of the earth” (Psalm 22:12-14). God 
is the most powerful force in existence, but He will 
not force Himself on us. If we choose to adjust to 
and accept deteriorating conditions, then we signify 
that we believe that this is just how things are going 
to be. 

It is time to say “enough is enough” and 
make a plea to God for His intervention. Take a 
stand for change through prayer. “Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might” (Ephesians 
6:10). TWT 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the author of “Making Choices in 
Christ: Moving Beyond Self Destructive Choices And Behavior’ 
and a member of the Southside Church of God In Christ in 
Jacksonville, Florida. 


hatred that is raging in our midst. The world has not 
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By Dav 


On a weekly basis, more than 
|.8 milllon people have been tuning 
in to watch The Sheards, a docu- 
series about the life of one of the 
most famous families in gospel: 
Bishop J. Drew, Karen Clark, Kierra 
and |. Drew Il. The Whole Truth 

(T WT) was afforded the opportu- 
nity for an exclusive interview with 
the family regarding the show that 
has become a phenomenon on 
Sunday nights on Black Entertain- 
ment Television (BET). 


To schedule the interview, I actually spoke 
directly with Bishop who advised that the interview 
would occur at the Sheard home outside of Detroit. 

I jokingly said to Bishop Sheard that I thought the 
interview would have been arranged by an assistant. 
He was very warm and welcoming as I discussed 
with him the details of the interview. He said that he 
would call me back in 20 minutes after speaking with 
the other members of the fam- 
ily. Sure enough, exactly 20 
minutes later, Bishop Sheard 
had the day planned. 

I decided to ask my 
wife, Melba, to accompany 
me. Without hesitation she 
agreed, without our usual 
negotiation process. She 
responded with an emphatic, 
“Yes, Pll go!” P’'m sure that 
the thought of spending the 
entire day with me was excit- 
ing to her, and had nothing 
to do with the fact that we 
would be in the presence of 
The Sheards. We traveled to 
Detroit for the interview from 
our home in Muskegon, about 
190 miles away. 

When we arrived at 
the house, I immediately 
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recognized it from the show. We approached the 
front door and rang the bell. I imagined that the 
tune would be a classic Clark Sisters song, like “You 
Brought the Sunshine,” but there was nothing like 
that. Kierra met us at the door with the most wel- 
coming smile and greeting. She directed us to the 
living room and then went back to vacuuming. Wait 
one minute: Kierra “KiKi” Sheard was vacuuming? 
Melba and I looked at each other in amazement. Just 
as we got over that, Karen appeared from another 
part of the house with a bottle of cleaning solution in 
her hand. I looked up at the sky and Jesus was not on 
his way back. 

Karen greeted both of us in the sweetest 
manner. She immediately apologized, “I hope you 
all were not waiting too long. Kierra was vacuum- 
ing and I was downstairs cleaning.” She then told 
us that Bishop was on his way from the church and 
that J. Drew II was beginning his journey from the 
lower-level; he had knee surgery only the day before. 
Shortly, Bishop arrived and was his usual, friendly 
self. After yelling downstairs to the crew that he was 
there, he returned to the living room. I asked him if 
he had gotten any rest since his inaugural banquet 
held two days before. Of course he had not because 
he is always on the move. 

Anyone with spiritual discernment can 
clearly see that the Lord’s hand is upon the lives of 
the Sheards. Bishop Sheard has served as the pastor 
of the Greater Emmanuel In- 
stitutional Church Of God In 
Christ (he is quick to point out 
to use the entire name, not just 
COGIC) since 1988. Since 
becoming pastor, Greater 
Emmanuel has grown from 
humble beginnings in High- 
land Park to a beautiful 2,000 
seat edifice in Detroit. From 
8 people attending his first 
service to literally thousands 
attending two services, God 
has blessed him. He served 
faithfully as an administrative 
assistant to Bishop Herbert 
J. Williams of the Michigan 
North Central Jurisdiction for 
years and became the new 
prelate after Bishop Williams 
was emeritized in 2010. Of 
course he was also elected to 
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the Presidium of the Church Of God In Christ this 
past November. After a successful career as an edu- 
cator, he has been a fulltime pastor for several years 
now, working to grow Greater Emmanuel into one 
of Detroit’s leading churches across denominational 
lines. 


Bishop Sheard attributes the success of his 
ministry to several things: the wonderful mentors 
that he’s had, including his father, Bishop John 
Henry Sheard; a visit to our Presiding Bishop and 
Chief Apostle, Bishop Charles Edward Blake’s 
church. “I returned home and changed everything 


about my church after visiting West Angeles,” he 
stated; and a visit to Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson’s 
church in Memphis where he got the idea for the 
“First Wednesday | hour of Power,” which includes 
praise and worship, choir ministry and a message, all 
in one hour, the first Wednesday of every month. 
First Lady Karen Clark Sheard’s voice is known 
around the world. Originally a member of the famous 
Clark Sisters, a group guided by her mother, the 
legendary Dr. Mattie Moss Clark, she is now a solo- 
ist artist. She is “a wonderful wife, mother and first 
lady,” according to Bishop Sheard. She remains in 
constant demand for conferences and concerts across 
the globe. Although she is an anointed singer, she is 
now being sought after as a speaker in her own right. 
Kierra “KiKi” has certainly been blessed with a tre- 
mendous singing voice, but as you will be able to see 
from her responses, has spent an incredible amount 
of time studying God’s word as well. She is well pre- 
pared to minister for God. She is a recent graduate of 
Wayne State University. 

J. Drew II has inherited his business savvy 
from his father. As a matter of fact, the idea of the 
show came to J. Drew first. J. Drew is currently 
enrolled in Marygrove College in Detroit and will 
graduate this December with a degree in Mathemat- 
ics. Bishop Sheard is quick to point out: “Of course 


J. Drew will be grown when he graduates from col- 
lege.” In the Sheard household, one is not considered 
grown until they bring home a college degree. 


AN IDEA 


“This is a docuseries not a reality show,” 
Bishop Sheard points out. J. Drew was approached 
by a producer friend with the idea of doing a docuse- 
ries of the Sheard family, explaining that a younger 
audience would watch such a series. J. Drew then 
approached Kierra with the idea and they collectively 
approached Bishop and Lady Karen. Bishop indi- 
cated that after 
some investiga- 
tion about the 
possibility, he 
prayed and felt 
that God had 
opened a door. 
It was important 
that the family 
had some pro- 
ducing powers so that the story line and the family’s 
reputation would remain intact. The family was 
strategic in their approach so that there would be no 
shame first of all to God, then the church and the 
family. 

“Why us? 

We have no drama, 
cussing or fighting,” 
Bishop recalls deliber- 
ating in his mind. The 
producer responded, 
“Why not you?” The 
Sheards have four 
objectives that guide 
them through the 
program planning: 1) 
Minister to those who 
are parents in minis- 
try; 2) Minister to people with parents in ministry; 

3) Minister to people who are turned off by what is 
considered the hypocrisy of the church; and 4) Take 
ministry to those who wouldn’t go to church. At 
Bishop’s insistence, a scripture appears at the start of 
each episode...unedited. 


THE SAINTS 


I asked the Sheards about the response of the 
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church thus far. Bishop Sheard said he has received 
texts, emails and people walking up to him indicat- 
ing how different this docuseries has been and how 
real it appears. Bishop Sheard’s contemporaries have 
been positive and see the show as an “out of the box” 
ministry opportunity. 

Some of the elder saints had reservations 
because of the stereotypes of reality shows. However, 
Bishop Sheard definitely sees the show as an opportu- 
nity to reach those who would not necessarily attend 
Greater Emmanuel on a Sunday morning. He refer- 
ences the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19 when Jesus 
was in Jericho. Zacchaeus 
was someone with which 
the saints did not think Jesus 
should be spending time. 
Luke 19:9-10 (NIV) explains 
the reason that Jesus went 
to Zacchaeus’ house: “Jesus 
said to him, “Today salva- 
tion has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a 
son of Abraham. For the Son 
of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.’” In the same 
manner, the Sheards sincere- 
ly hope that their docuseries 
ministry will reach someone. 


FOR THE 
CHILDREN 


Kierra and J. Drew 
would like for children of 
ministers to know that they 
have support. They are glad 
to allow people to see their 
lives as “preacher’s kids” 
(PK’s) and how they can 
still be individuals and follow their own dreams. 
Kierra indicated that she is a very private person but 
if her past can help someone, she is all for it. She 
wants people to move from looking at the temporary 
to looking futuristically. If people are able to do that 
because of her life, she is glad to share. 

The key for PK’s, according to Kierra, is to 
“develop your own relationship with God where 
Christ will live in you. This relationship must be 
based on faith, love and peace.” She continued, “I 
have seen my parents exemplify strength throughout 
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my life. But, there is something in me that God wants 
to develop. We serve a relational God. Look for op- 
portunities to develop this relationship. Walking in 
forgiveness is huge for this relationship. Always look 
for good and grow. As my father says, “Eat the meat 
and get rid of the bones.” 

J. Drew added this advice for PK’s, “Stay true 
to who you are. Do not live your life based on what 
others think. As Kierra said, get your own relationship 
with God. You’ll only know God’s will if you are in a 
relationship with him. Pray and ask God to show you 
the way. The best way for this to happen is through a 

relationship.” 


THE WIFE, 
FIRST LADY, 
SONGBIRD 


Lady Karen wants all 
who watch the show to have 
a “life changing experience 
and develop a relationship 
with Jesus. The church has 
to go outside of the four 
walls. People in the church 
are saved but there are so 
many other people who need 
to know about Jesus; there is 
more to be done. The whole 
world needs to know about 
Jesus. There are certain doors 
that may not be opened to us 
but may be opened through 
this show. I can remember 
when The Clark Sisters were 
to appear on the Grammys. 
One of my sisters was sick 
but they insisted that there 
were 4 sisters. My mother went on the show with us 
and was ridiculed because she would not let her girls 
miss this opportunity. God’s purpose is being honored 
even through this show. I pray that we will be able to 
see lives changed.” 


WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT 
YOU GET 


Bishop will let you know that the show is not 
staged. “This is the way we interact with each other; 
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we get along, we live a saved life, we are not hypo- 
crites. We live as God would have us live. There are 
no skeletons in our closets. God knows the things 
that have happened in our pasts. Even as it relates to 
J. Drew, he made a mistake and now there is a baby. 

I love my grandson but J. Drew had to come before 
the church just as anyone else would have had to do. I 
don’t sanction what happened but we have gotten that 
straight with God. There’s no baby mama drama; my 
grandson’s mother will be treated with respect. Lis- 
ten, Karen is a wonderful wife, mother and first lady. 
Kierra is a talented singer and J. Drew is a talented 
musical director who has taken our music ministry to 
new levels. Would I want him to follow in my foot- 
steps? Of course I would. However, I have seen pas- 
tors make their sons preachers and the results of that. 
I want my children to have a relationship with Jesus. 
[On] the show, people are seeing J. Drew’s rebellious 
streak. It is nothing compared to Kierra’s. Kierra had 
us scared but she got through that and now God is 
being glorified. We have to love people through these 
aspects of life.” 


FINAL WORDS 


I asked each of the Sheards to share some last 
words with TWT readers. J. Drew reiterated the fact 
that people have to be true to who they are; develop 
their own relationship with God. Kierra added, “Do 
not have a lot of yes people around you. You need 
some people that will keep your attitude in check. 
People who will say, ‘No you shouldn’t do that.’ You 
will experience hurt feelings for the moment but you 
will learn to appreciate the truth. You must be ok with 
correction...only a fool despises correction. God chas- 
tises his children.” J. Drew added, “Don’t get caught 
up with haters!” 

Lady Karen began her final words with this: 
“T want people to know that my husband lives, eats, 
sleeps and breathes Church Of God In Christ (and the 
entire family in unison said, ‘Oh yes!’). He has stood 
his ground. He defends this church left and right. We 
love our church and want to put it on the map! We 
want people to know what they are missing out on.” 

Bishop Sheard wants TWT readers to under- 
stand that the show is ministry and that’s the way they 
look at it. “We want to reach people, keep families 
together, live for Christ and be our absolute best. We 
want better saints, fathers, sons, mothers, daughters. 
We want to inspire women, develop good family men 


and prepare individuals for God’s work.” 

BET has confirmed that The Sheards will 
return for a second season. BET has also added “Ask 
the Bishop,” where Bishop Sheard will be answering 
questions submitted by those who watch the show. 
The questions will deal with life, family or anything. 
“Another way to do ministry,” says Bishop Sheard. 

As always, we continue to pray that God will 
be glorified through this latest ministry opportunity. 
Let’s all be looking for the second season of The 
Sheards and more ways to reach more people for 
Christ. TWT 


David-George Newsome is a member of the Grace For The Na- 
tions Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan (Administrative Assistant 
Tarence E. Lauchié, pastor) and the Assistant Jurisdictional Secre- 
tary of the Michigan Southwest Third Jurisdiction (Bishop Samuel 
Duncan, Jr, prelate). 
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By Sonya D. Bradford 


jeekaelyn \jo-ka-lin\ n [of Memphis, TN] (1997) a 16-year-old gospel artist 
and evangelist who lives to give God glory by inspiring others. 


The Whole Truth: where 


did Jekalyn Carr come from? 
It seems like you just appeared 
out of nowhere. What prepared 
you for this time? 


Jekalyn: | started out sing- 
ing at the age of 5 in church 
and with my family, and my 
mom and dad began to teach 
me [and my siblings] the 
values of Christ and prepare us 
for what God wanted to do. My 
parents always knew that God 
had placed an awesome anointing and calling upon our 
lives, so they obeyed the voice of God and began to fast 
and pray with us and instill the Word of God in us. 


The Whole Truth: Are you surprised at all by the 
stardom and success that’s come your way? 


Jekalyn: I’m not surprised, but I’m excited. All 
because my father used to tell us all the time that one day 
God would give us a number one song. Not only that, but 
one day the world would know us and God is doing ex- 
actly just that. It’s a humbling place, as well as an exciting 
place because it’s like, “God, You showed us this.” 
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of God and evangelizing? 


Jekalyn: I’ve been preaching 
since the age of 13. 


The Whole Truth: rm con- 


vinced that many young people 
are inspired by your ministry, but 
what has your reception been with 
the older crowd? 


Jekalyn: God has told us to 
never limit Him and put Him in a box. I get a lot of 
emails and inboxes [messages] from both young and old 
who are inspired and blessed by my ministry. God is not 
just using me to touch one nation, but everybody in gen- 
eral. I get great reception from them as they share how 
they’ve been blessed. 


The Whole Truth: Many gospel artists are preachers 
of the gospel too. If the Lord gave you the liberty of choos- 
ing between the two, which would you select and why? 
Jekalyn: I really wouldn’t choose one over the other 
because this is who I am; this is a part of me. This is 


The Whole Truth: How long 


have you been preaching the Word 
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what I was called to do. When I sing, it always envel- 
ops the preaching coming out of me. When I preach, it 
always envelops the singing coming out of me. Both of 
them are a part of me. This is what I was called to do. 


The Whole Truth: How do you maintain your 
youthfulness as you fulfill the call that’s on your life? 


Jekalyn: God always teaches us how to balance 
everything out. I do get a chance to go to the movies, go 
skating and hang out with my family. I get my hair and 
nails done all at the same time too. I have the opportu- 
nity to do a lot of youthful things. 


The Whole Truth: When you want to be uplifted 
and ministered to musically, who do you listen to? 


Jekalyni: | listen to Pastor Jason Nelson. I love his 
ministry...love his worship...everything about him. 


The Whole Truth: waar's your favorite scripture 
and why? 


Jekalyn: My favorite scripture has to be Maney 
28:20b] “...and lo, Iam with you alway, 

even unto the end of the world.” Why? 
Because God gives us the assurance that 
He is with us. Sometimes God will 
tell you to do certain things and 
you may feel like, “God, why 
me?” and “God, I can’t do this,” 
or “God, I can’t do that.” Just as 
He was with Moses, and just 
as He was with Joseph, He 
let’s us know that He’s 
with us. That’s why it’s 
my favorite scripture. 
We can always 
depend and 
count on 
God. 


The Whole Truth: which high school do you attend? 


Jekalyn: I am home-schooled. I attend Gateway 
Christian Home School and I’m in 10th grade. 


The Whole Truth: Do you plan to go to college, 
pursue full-time ministry or do both? 


Jekalyn: Probably both. Of course I’ll continue to 
do what I’m called to do: sing and preach. Eventually, I 
want to become a fashion designer too. 


The Whole Truth: Your new CD is entitled “Greater 
Is Coming.” Did you write any of the songs on your CD? 


Jekalyn: Yes. You’ll hear some of my writing, as 
well as my father’s. He actually wrote “Greater Is Com- 
ing.” 


The Whole Truth: waar exactly do you mean by 
“greater,” and what do you want the listener to glean 
from your project? 


Jekalyn: “Greater Is Coming” comes from a place 
which talks about the shaking and the beating and the 
pressing the olive has to go through in order for its 

oil to run. A lot of people of God are experiencing 

the shaking and the beating and the pressing of life, 

and they don’t know why. What God is doing now 
in this season is equipping you for “greater.” What 
you’re going through is not to destroy you, but it’s 
just to prepare you for the “greater” that He’s getting 
ready to release to you. And not only that, you are 
an overcomer so you don’t have to be discouraged 
by your situation; you were born to overcome. You 
can be everything that God predestined you to be. 
TWT 


“Greater Is Coming” by Jekalyn Carr is available 
online and in stores now. To experience this 
uplifting single, check out her video at http:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_PRKa-|_ 
4U&feature=youtube_gdata_player. 


Sonya D. Bradford is a member of Deliverance Center 
Ministries COGIC in Indian Orchard, MA (Massachusetts First). 
She is also a licensed evangelist and gospel announcer for 
JOTEMWiIGEE. 


In Matthew 7:1-2, Jesus says, “‘Judge not, that you 
not be judged. For with what judgment you judge, 
you will be judged; and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured back to you’” (NKJV). Jesus 
goes on to say that we shouldn’t be so concerned 
about the speck in our brother’s eye when we have 
a plank in our own! Clearly, Jesus is discussing 
hypocrisy and being overly critical. The basic idea 
here is that Christians should not be self-righteous, 
‘ walking around pointing out everyone else’s flaws 
while not seeing our own. A perfect example might 
be a scenario such as this: 


“Hello?” 

“Hey, girl. It’s Sister Too Holy, But Ain't Right.” 
“Oh, hey, Sister Too Holy, But Ain’t Right. How are 
you doing today?” asked Sister Join In. 

“Well,” Sister Too Holy, But Ain’t Right started, 
“T just wanted to run something by you. You know 
Sister Baby Christian? I overheard her the other 
day gossiping after service. And you know how 


If you've been around any young people recently, you know that one 
of the running phrases is “Don't judge me.’ It's often used jokingly as in, 
“Yes, | eat my Cheetos® with ranch dressing. Don't judge mel’ Another 
example might be, ‘Today | ate breakfast for dinner. Dont Judge me!” 
However, this phrase has often been used seriously by adults as well, in 
order to remind Christians that we shouldn't be so judgmental. It's now 
gotten to the point that anytime correction is in order, people are quick to 
mention how God knows their heart and we shouldn't be a judge. But 
what they need to understand is the difference between being a judgmental 
critic versus holding someone accountable for their choices. 


much I hate gossip.” 
“Mmm hmm. Sure do.” 

“Anyway, I told her that gossipers won't make it 
into Heaven, and she had the nerve to get offended!” 
Sister Join In clucked her tongue. “Shame, shame, 
shame. You just can’t correct people these days. 
Speaking of correction, have you heard the latest 
news about Deacon Makes Mistakes?” 

“No, girl! What?” 

“Well, apparently somebody caught him coming out 
of Motel 6 1/2 with Sister Lonely. And we all know 
they aren’t married to each other.” 

“Oh my word! Seems like everybody is sinning 
except you and me.” 

“You got that right.” 


Now that scenario is one which shows, without 

a doubt, how someone can easily be judgmental 
against another person, and yet have quite a difficult 
time seeing his or her own areas of weakness. The 
bottom line is that we should never be self-righteous 


and proclaim to have it all together 
while constantly critiquing others 
for their issues. Romans 3:23 says 
it like this, “[F]or all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” 
(NKJV). 


On the other hand, two different 
kinds of people are often lumped 
into the same category: those who 
have judgmental spirits and those 
who are trying to give constructive 
feedback or gentle correction. 
Society has become accustomed 
to not being held accountable for 
its actions. We constantly blame 
others or make excuses for the 
way we are or the things we do. 
The desire to be held unaccount- 
able is causing us to mistakenly 
feel judged when someone tries 
to give us proper correction. 


Though many are quick to say 

we shouldn’t judge, those same 
people fail to realize that the Bible 
says we should be accountable 

for our behavior. Furthermore, the 
Bible lets us know that if someone 
is in the wrong, we should bring 

it up in the appropriate manner. 

In other words, those who call 
themselves Christians are account- 
able for their behavior, not just to 
God, but to others. If you claim 

to be a Christian, you should act 
like one; otherwise, just know 

that your behavior may be called 
into question. Galatians 6:1 says, 
“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in 
any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness, considering yourself 
lest you also be tempted” (NKJV). 
If another Christian gently corrects 
you about something you’re doing 
that’s out of the will of God, then 
you should take it graciously, pray 
about it, and change the offensive 
behavior. Proverbs 10:17 says, 


The 
bottom line 
is two-fold. 


ONE, 
we should not 
be judgmental 


hypocrites who 


can see wrong 
In everyone 
else except 
ourselves. 


TWO, 
we are told by 
the Bible to 
correct those 
who may be 
out of order 
in the body of 
Christ, but we 
need to do tt 
with a spirit 
of love. 


‘He who keeps instruction is in 
the way of life, but he who refuses 
correction goes astray” (NKJV). 


The bottom line is two-fold. One, 
we should not be judgmental 
hypocrites who can see wrong in 
everyone else except ourselves. 
Two, we are told by the Bible to 
correct those who may be out of 
order in the body of Christ, but 
we need to do it with a spirit of 
love. Yes, we Christians do have 
to be accountable for our words 
and actions. It might be very easy 
to say “don’t judge me” when we 
want to make excuses for our sin 
and hypocrisy, but let’s be ma- 
ture enough to take constructive 
criticism and further our Chris- 
tian growth. Leave the judging to 
God, but be strong enough to hold 
your brother or sister accountable 
for their behavior. And if you are 
corrected in love, heed that correc- 
tion knowing that those who call 
themselves Christians are held to 
a higher standard than the world. 
TWT 


Missionary Charea Batiste is a farthful 
member of Greater Victory Temple in 
Seaside, CA where her pastor is Bishop 
W.W. Hamilton, Jurisdictional Prelate and 
General Board Secretary. Emeritus. 
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Christians United for Israel (CUFI) is the largest 


pro-| 
over 


srael organization in the United States, with 
one million members, and is one of the 


leading Christian grassroots movements in the 
world. The purpose of CUFI is to provide a 
national association through which every 


pro-| 


srael church, parachurch organization, 


ministry or individual in America can speak and 
act with one voice In support of Israel, in matters 
related to biblical issues. 


The goals and objectives of CUFI are to educate 
and build Christian support for Israel throughout 
America (www.cufi.org). 


Thanks to the zeal, commitment and efforts of Dr Michael A. Stevens, 

Sr, Senior Pastor of University Crty COGIC in Charlotte, NC, pastors 
throughout the Church of God in Christ and beyond have been granted 
the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land of Israel “to gain both a better 


perspective of the Bible they so passionately value, honor and deeply love, 
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as well as a greater understanding 
of the culture and lives of Jewish 
people.’ Dr Stevens is the African 
American Outreach Director for 
CUFI and has been associated with 
the organization since 2007. 


“| got involved [with CUFI] as a 
direct response to the Lord's call 
to stand with and support the 
Jewish state after a time of prayer 
in October 2007,’ Dr Stevens 
revealed. “After reading Genesis 

| 2:1-4,| knew God wanted to use 
me and my leadership to connect 
both the Black and Jewish commu- 
nities together’ Dr. Stevens added. 
In the |2th chapter of the Book of 
Genesis, we find the Lord calling 
Abram out of the comfort zone 
of his home in Haran. Abram was 
instructed to go to a land that the 
Lord would show him with the 
assurance that his name would be 
great and he himself would be a 
blessing. 
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The following month during Holy 
Convocation in Memphis, Dr. 
Stevens was introduced to Pastor 
John Hagee, Founder and National 
Chairman of Christians United 

for Israel. Pastor Hagee had at- 
tended the centennial celebration 
as a guest of our Presiding Bishop 
and Chief Apostle, Bishop 


Room where Jesus hosted the Last 
Supper with His disciples. As our 
COGIC brethren went forth with 
their praise to God, remarkably, 
other touring groups of foreign 
pilgrims joined in and they all 
offered a spirited corporate praise 
to our Heavenly Father These 


Charles E. Blake, Sr Since 
that time, Dr. Stevens has = 
lead eight pilgrimages to + 


Israel. His most recent trips a: 


were in December of 2012 
and January of this year 
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Last January, 26 pastors 

from the General Coun- 
cil of Pastors and Elders 
of the Church of God in 
Christ joined Dr Stevens 
on his expedition where 


The Wes! Bank and Gaza Strip 
are Isracli-occupied with current 
status subject to the Israeti- 
Palestinian tnterim Agreement — 
permanent status to be deter- 
mined through further negotiation. 


they journeyed from the 
Mediterranean coast to the 
Golan Heights of northern 
Israel. 


The experiences of this 
executive group of COGIC 
pastors was rich, rewarding 
and laced with a camara- 
derie that Dr Stevens had 
never witnessed before in 
all of his trips to the Middle East. 
These men floated on the Dead 
Sea, were baptized in the chilly 
waters of the Jordan River and 
visited many other sacred and 
historical sites of the Bible that 
most of us have only read about. 
Exhilaration and gratitude gripped 
them all as they migrated from the 
region of Galilee to the eternal and 
Holy City, Jerusalem. In the Old 
City of Jerusalem, the men sang 

a devotional hymn in the Upper 


israel prociaimed Jerusalem as 
its capital in 1950, but the US, 
like nearly all other countnes, 
maintains its Embassy in Tel Aviv 


TEL AVIV 

Tel Aviv-Yafo,, 4, 4 
&, 

Bat Yam OS 


Al ‘Arish 


unique and unparalleled moments 
strengthened the brotherhood, 
deepened friendships and enabled 


the men of the General Council 

of Pastors and Elders to garner a 
greater appreciation and Christian 
love for one another and their re- 
spective roles in the Body of Christ. 


The General Council of Pastors 
and Elders of the Church of God in 
Christ and CUFI have long main- 
tained a fruitful and productive 


relationship, but this initial landmark 
trip to Israel has ignited a stronger 
determination to fulfill CUFI’s mis- 
sion and strategic goal, which is, to 
stand with and support the state 
of Israel and the Jewish community. 
The African American church and 
community have a distinct voice 
that needs to be heard as a 
supporter of Israel.‘‘As the 
African American Outreach 
Director for CUFI, | pas- 
sionately believe there is 
neither a better, nor effec- 
tive way to build pro-Israel 
advocacy in the church than 
to get pastors to Israel, the 
Holy Land of the Bible” 

Dr. Stevens concludes. 
TWT 


The Church if God in Christ 
continues to earnestly pray 
for both our Israeli and 
Palestinian brothers. This is 
not a ministry of the Church 
of God in Christ as a 
denomination. 


Sonya D. Bradford is a member of Deliver 
ance Center Ministries COGIC in Indian 
Orchard, MA (Massachusetts First). She is 
also a licensed evangelist and gospel 
announcer for 90.7FM WTCC. 
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By Sandra Thompson Williams 


» ne would be hard pressed 
to find a single word to 
“a” = describe the State Super- 
visor of Eastern Missouri First 
Jurisdiction. Her life is better 
summed up by a chapter, Proverbs 
31. If you are ever blessed to meet 
Mother Theresa Elizabeth Bolden, 
you will leave her presence feeling 
better than you did before. She 
has the gift of exhortation and 
loves to build up people. From 
children to bishops, learned and 
unlearned, this great woman of 
God has made an impact on the 
Body of Christ. 

This remarkable woman 
of wisdom, who is filled with 
humility and kindness, is one of 
the most seasoned State Supervi- 
sors who serve globally. Born in 
1917, this 96 year old saint leads 
the women in the Eastern Missouri 
First Jurisdiction under the direc- 
tion of Bishop R.J. Ward. 

With compassion and 
grace, Mother Bolden actively 
attends services, offers words of 
comfort at funerals and faithfully 
attends the National Women’s 
Conventions. She’s not a novice in 
her calling; she came up through 
the ranks. She has labored in her 
local Sunshine Band, directed the 
senior choir, organized the Junior 
Jubilees, served as a first lady and 
raised five children. More than 


forty years ago, she was elected the 
first African American President of 
the St. Louis Council of the Parent 

Teachers Association (PTA). 

With a great number of 
years of experience under her belt, 
she is well qualified to tell those 
coming behind her how they ought 
to behave in the house of God. “I 
want the missionaries to practice 
what they teach,” said Mother 
Bolden. “Be true to your profes- 
sion,’ she heeded. 

Mother Bolden is an ad- 
vocate of education. She attended 
Illinois State in Normal for one 


year. After rearing her five children, 


she returned to Harris Stowe State 
College to complete her degree in 
education and taught at Ashland 
Elementary school in St. Louis. 
Her warm personality and gentle 
spirit helps her to connect easily 
with young people. 


Appointed as State Supervi- 
sor under the late Bishop William 
E. Turner, she has served for 33 
years and continues to benefit the 
teachable. “Don’t just be a teacher,” 
she proclaims. “Live the life 
you teach and sing about.” This 
mother and grandmother lives out 
the meaning of the word faithful 
and exhorts others to do the same. 
“Be ye stedfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the 
Lord,’ Mother said, quoting 
1 Corinthians 15:58. 

There is much to be done 
on the battlefield and Eastern 
Missouri’s darling Mother Theresa - 
is fulfilling Titus 2:3-5: “The 
aged women likewise, that they 
be in behaviour as becometh 
holiness, not false accusers, not 
given to much wine, teachers of 
good things; That they may teach 
the young women to be sober, to 
love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, 
keepers at home, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed.” 
TWT 


Sandra Thompson Williams is a member 
of New Mt. Zion COGIC in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
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The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 
goal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 
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PERFECT 
TIMING 


By Queen E. Phillips 


“He may not come when you want Him, 
but He’s always right on time.” 


I heard this statement for many 
years before I understood what the 
older saints meant. It wasn’t until 
my own personal experiences with 
God’s timing that I could make 
this same definitive declaration. 
Do you know that our concept 

of time is irrelevant to God? He 

is eternal—no beginning and no 
ending! Even the thought that 
man can control time relative to 
God’s sovereignty hinges on arro- 
gance. Consider this definition of 
time: the continuum of experience 
in which events pass from the 
future through the present to the 
past. In essence, time is really for 
man’s benefit. One such benefit is 
it gives us a point of reference for 
the realization of events and expe- 
riences in life. For example, I was 
born November 7, 19--, at 1:10 
p.m., referred to as my date of 
birth; however, the specific time 

is never used. Both the date and 


time give a point to the reality of 
my entrance into the world. This 
date is only referenced as needed 
to document age for specific rea- 
sons and celebratory events. The 
truth is, we were all in the mind 

of an Eternal God before we were 


conceived in our mother’s womb 
(Jeremiah 1:5). God purposed 
each of us to enter into the earthly 
realm at a set, appointed time so 
that we would be part of a specific - 
generation and fulfill His purposes. 
That’s mind baffling! 

Another truth is that we cannot 
fully comprehend timing in rela- 
tion to God’s sovereignty —omni- 
science, omnipotence and omni- 
presence. Therefore, rather than 
trying to understand it, perhaps 
we should focus on our faith in 
response to it. That simply means, 
believe and expect a demonstration 
of His power at whatever set time 
He has purposed to manifest His 
Presence. 


Another example of a set time 
God chose to reveal Himself is 
recorded in Isaiah 6:1: “In the year 
that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting on a throne, high and 


lifted up, and the train of His robe 
filled the temple.” The year that 
King Uzziah died was a reference 
point for the prophet to recall 

his life-changing experience and 
encounter with the true and living 
God. Undoubtedly, like Isaiah, 
many of you have a point of refer- 
ence to recall your life-changing 
encounter with God. Throughout 


& 


the Bible, the perfect timing of 
God is seen in the lives of people 
just like you and me. Nevertheless, 
at some point, the avalanche of 
emotional experiences cause us to 
question the timeliness of God’s 
intervention in our affairs as we 
petitioned. 


However, one passage that confirms 
God’s perfect timing is recorded in 
Luke 7:11-16. Jesus showed up at 
just the right time! He interrupted 
the funeral procession of a man 
being carried out for burial —the 
only son of his mother, a widow. 
This death would affect this 
woman’s family inheritance and 
her economic situation. She prob- 
ably felt her life would never be 
the same. Oh! But the Master 
showed up on the scene just in 
time to miraculously change her 
situation. He saw the piercing 


pain in her heart that surfaced on 
her countenance from burying her 
husband and now her only son. 
He’d seen that face long before 
that day and had scripted the scene 
to show up on stage at the precise 
time. That day was purposed in 
eternity to reveal the glorious 
power of God in the face of death. 
It was a point of reference, not 


only for that mother, but for the 
village spectators and for us today 
to refer to the time when the 
widow’s son was raised from the 
dead. 


This record of God’s perfect timing 
should encourage all believers who 
experience the grievous effects of 
death, whether it’s physical or 
spiritual death, or the emotional 
death of dreams, visions and goals. 
We must remember that the Lord 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today 
and forevermore. His compassions 
never fail; they are new every 
morning because He is faithful 
(Lamentation 3:21-22). The depth 
of His compassion and uncondi- 
tional love are most evident by His 
sacrificial death and glorified resur- 
rection power to secure the salvation 
of all mankind. 

What are you about to bury 


in the emotional cave of hopeless- 
ness? Yes, even as Christians, 
sometimes it appears as though 
we can’t take anymore disappoint- 
ments or hurts. 


I admonish you, don’t 
give up! Trust Him 
to show up at the 
perfect time in our 
difficult experiences 
of grief, sorrow and 
brokenness. 


He still reveals Himself, comforts 
us, and rejuvenates us so that we 
continue in His strength in spite of 
emotional upheaval in our lives. It 
was no coincidence that Jesus 
approached the gate to the village of 
Nain just as the funeral procession 
was coming out the gate. Think 
about it! What perfect timing! 


As you face the continuum of life 
experiences, keep praying and 
believing that God will show up 
and reveal Himself to you. Then 
you too will be able to declare 
with certainty, “He may not come 
when you want Him, but He’s 
always right on time.” God has 
perfect timing! TWT 


Queen E. Phillips is a published author and 
serves as a Christian educator, altar 
counselor coordinator and trainer under 
the leadership of Dr Ron Eagleton, pastor, 
Mt. Rose COGIC, City of Refuge, Crosby, 
TX; Texas Southeast First Jurisdiction, 
Bishop Rufus Kyles, Jr, prelate. 
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| ET’S FACE IT! Our 
a adversary, the devil, 
| has waged seri- 
ous war against this 
: “Christian” nation 
ae and we must ask 
aes ourselves, “Are 

we really doing 
enough PRAYING to produce 
a change in our country, let 
alone, in this world?” Where 
are our REAL interests? Are 
we, the people of God, more 
concerned with position, power, 
prosperity, and popularity than 
we are with prayer? 


After all, no monetary honorarium is necessarily 
set aside for prayer warriors. And, travailing 
prayer, if done right, isn’t always conducive to 
glamor and fashion. Oh, and by the way, pray- 
ing is not popular because it’s time-consuming 
and requires us to go into our secret closet, as 
opposed to being mesmerized and idolized by 
those who have a need for grandeur in their ; 
lives. i 
So, in analyzing our prayer life, does ‘ 
our nation’s devastation rest in our inability to 
pray? Or, does it rest with our fickleness in 
executing our privilege in prayer? Prayer 
requires humility, commitment, and sacrifice, 
but we must remember its objective. The 
following are some reminders based on . 
Il Chronicles 7:14: . 


If my people, which are called by my 
name.... ; 


are. We are God’s chosen and God's elect. We 
are adopted into the royal family of God with 
privileges that only we can obtain. We are a 
called-out generation unlike anyone or anything 
in the world. We look like our Father, we are 
admonished to walk and talk like our Father. 
We emulate our Father and only answer to 

His voice. 


. Shall humble themselves, and pray... . 
We need to be reminded of our Father’s 
authority. Because we belong to God, we 
must remember who God is in our lives. He’s 
not our hook-up, homeboy or ace boon coon. 
He’s our Rock, our Deliverer, our Waymaker 
and our Healer. Humbling ourselves in prayer 
demonstrates an incomparable respect for 
God’s Lordship and Headship in our lives. 
When we humble ourselves, we recognize that 
we are insufficient to care for ourselves, and 
we totally relinquish our control, place our trust 
in and have total dependency on our Father. 


. and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways.... 
We need to be reminded to sincerely repent 
and passionately pursue the face of God. 
Newsflash . . . God does not bless in mess! 
Self-check .... We may not necessarily care 
for the word ‘repentance’ but the fact remains 
that before our nation will be healed, repentance 
must be practiced at EVERY level in the Body 
of Christ (Isaiah. 55:7; Ezekiel. 18:31;& Acts 
17:30). In fact, seeking God’s face while 
willfully sinning displays a lack of respect for 
the omnipotence and omniscience of our Father 
who sees and knows all. Thus, we must 
prioritize our desires in seeking or pursing God. 
The problem with the modern-day church is we 
desire the blessings of God but not the pursuit, 
We passionately sing, “I’m Chasing After You" 
but zealously rush after that which is of no real 
substance. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (121- 
180) said, “The true worth of a man is to be 
measured by the objects he pursues.” Now, 


_ Dee, a 25-year veteran public school educator, is a 


we know our Father is not an object, but here is 
a good place for self-inspection, nonetheless. 


. .then will | hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
We need to be reminded that our Father 
will hear, help and heal us if we yield to 
Him. What a sweet reminder! When sin is 
abolished in our lives, the flow of our prayer 
to and from the throne of God is unhindered! 
There is nothing more powerful than a prayer 
that captures and holds the ear of God after we | 
have experienced forgiveness. When we come | 
into His presence with worship and experience 
His joy and peace through the power of the 
Holy Ghost, then we, God’s people, who are 
called by His name, are now ina positionto 
be helped. Even though our nationhas been 
brought to its knees through countless acts of 
terrorism and immoralism and devoured by a 
lack of love and respect for one another, we 
YET have an opportunity tobe healed andto 
see our great nation restored and impacted for ] 
and by the glory of God! — 


Who could ask for anything better than this? — 
Thanks Dad! TWT 


member of Cathedral of Faith COGIC in Euless, TX 
under the leadership of Superintendent J. E. Hornsby 
& First Lady Janis Hornsby. She is a member of Texas 
Northeast First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction led by the 
Honorable Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, Prelate & General 
Board Member and Mother Pia Haynes-Williams, _ 
Supervisor of Women. 
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The Los Angeles Community recently celebrated the grand opening 
of the 1.1-acre West Angeles Plaza at the intersection of Crenshaw and Jefferson. 


This plaza was developed by The West Angeles Church of God in Christ Community Development 
Corporation (CDC) . The West Angeles Plaza is the CDC’S vision of the redevelopment and 
economic revitalization of the South Los Angeles community. 


Union Bank is a tenant and has opened a brand new 4500 square foot bank. A fresh food grocer 
will occupy 14,000 square feet. 


COGIC Presiding Bishop and Pastor of the West Angeles Church of God in Christ, Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, Sr. says “part of the mission and purpose of West Angeles CDC is to fight 
against blight by attracting investment into new commercial spaces that create jobs 
and expand consumer choices in the community. We founded The West Angeles CDC 
over nineteen years ago to expand the compassionate outreach and neighborhood 
development ministries. The West Angeles Plaza is a tangible expression of the 
Kingdom of God through the vehicle of community development.” 


Congratulation Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
S&S West Angeles Church of God in Christ 
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West Auscics F Plaza, From left to right : : 
Council President Herb J. Wesson, Los Angeles | Oth District; Lady Mae Blake, WA ce Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Presiding Bishop; Dr Lula Ballton, National CDC Church of God in Christ; Carl Ballton, Union Bank; Leticia 
Aguilar, Union Bank; Tunua Thrash, West Angeles Community Development Corporation; Mike Smith, Union 
Bank; Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Chair of the Board 2nd District; Pierre Habis, Union Bank 
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Bishop Blake v was also honored with the naming of Me Herb Wesson, Presiding Bishop Blake and Bishop 


the intersection at Crenshaw and oo as Beno) . Kenneth C oo Pastor Fait hful | Central Bible Chur rch 
Charles E. Blake Square. _ 


: eee be et ee ee ee ee ee Ne ee | reece cere Pei aan OR eed b cxrrare BeAGRR ON AER cA GROEN, comseneanan BOE lee ERMAN, were adc OU ura eS NED, warmest AOA cA ee De olla nats anal 


PRAISE 


st 


Ari 


Cl 


in 


d 


WHOLE 
TRUTH 


Ch 


rch o 


u 


7. powerful book written by you from Mother . 
| sSidery King. She gave me a single YPWW _ 
a topic t to teach at the convocation and it was. _ 
__-VERY, VERY powerful. The book hada | 
a picture of Bishop Mason on the front and | 
was about the history of COGIC. I co it _ | 
i -and1 made it required reading for all leaders. 
a . We then discussed the history | of the church — 
_ and why we don’t see today what they saw. 
| We determined that if Hebrews 13:8 is true, 
:. we: should put God to the test. We also heard — 


on successive days that 40- day revivals were 


| Le 


aise Report w. WES s originally sent a . . | God has bed ae GREAT things) ; 
ck W hitehead. oF S is ally, 10’s of people have been healed, 


| _ | ineto the church getting saved, prophetic — 
 . Dice os our r convocation | utterances, and people filled with the Holy - 

_ in c ebruary, we received avy Ghost, with the evidence of speaking i in 
tongues! In fact, on this past Sunday, Mis- 


_ was going to do the welcome at the usual 
| place, but the Lord took over and He moved 
__ by His Spirit. Over 30 people were filled 
with | the Holy, Ghost during the welcome!! _ 
I’m in awe of what the Lord is doing.. He’s _ 
i pouring out by his spirit!! '! Hallelujah! — 


an unprecedented level! Iti is impossible to” 
| articulate all that is going on, but suffice it 

to say that the Lord is moving by His Spirit! 
Thank you for your obedience!!!! Another 
| — one of your books has blessed me and has | 


Bishop ] Henderson and Bishop Moody say 
_ powerful a and that oy saw God move in 


Well, we ee to take oe to ¢ a | , | truly i in warfare praise, preaching and 
ney level spiritually and God has showed yonep mode! TWT 
out. Since Resurrection Sunday, we canes | 
our usual consecration but with a different _ 
purpose. We used the first 10 days. as per 
sonal, in-house prayer and seeking God for _ 
the saints. All leaders were asked to fast =| 
straight through the 10 days, seeking break- _ 
through. We then began a 40-day revival on .  . 
the 11th of April, every night at 6pm. We . Pastor Vincent & & Share on Mathews _ - : 
coupled t this with evangelism, door toc door _ ’ : > | a : ae - 
as well as going to the bars on Frida nights 01 1.27.82.085. 7770 Cell Phone 
. to share oe _ FACEBOOK:Vine cent t Sharon n Mathews 


Vincent Mathew: 


..1f God i is for us, who can be against us? 
: - —Romans 8:31 


| demons cast out, people from allovercom- 


| sionary Amanda Maluleke was the MC. She © / 


We are encour aged and our fi is a 


| taken our ministry to another level. We are _ ; 
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With Attorney Mablean Ephriam 


Legal Issues 
That Pastors & Bishops Often Face 


Question I: Does a pastor need to have a contract with the church? 


Legally Speaking: Pastors are not required to have a contract with the church but it is 
certainly advisable. A contract sets forth what the pastor will receive from the church, by 
way of compensation, as well as what the church is expected to receive from the pastor. 
A contract also sets forth the rights, duties, responsibilities and liabilities of both the pastor 
and the church; for instance, will the church provide retirement benefits for the pastor? Will 
the church provide life insurance for the pastor? How much? Who will be the beneficiary? 


Question 2: /s the pastor and church subject to the jurisdictional bishop? 


Legally Speaking: Yes. Under the constitution and bylaws of the Church Of God in 
Christ, Inc., which is the governing body of all Churches of God in Christ, if your church 
uses the name “Church of God in Christ,” then it holds itself to be a member of the Church 
of God in Christ, Inc. This act alone subjects the church to all of the rules and regulations 
of the Church of God in Christ, Inc., as set forth in its bylaws (Black Book). The bylaws 
declare that a local church is placed in a district under a district superintendent, then placed 
in a region under a regional superintendent, and then in a jurisdiction under a jurisdictional 
bishop. 


To submit questions for this column please email 


legallyspeaking@cogic.org 


DISCLAIMER: This column is intended to answer general questions and to be more informative. You are advised to seek the advice 
of an attorney in your state and area for answers to your specific questions. 


_ Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
subscribes to The Whole Truth... how about you? 
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With Dr Michelle Jackson-McCoy 


The Greatest Gift 


In life, some of the 
greatest challenges will 
manifest in the simplest 
moments. One of the sim- 
plest universal challenges 
for the married couple 
occurs when it’s time for 
“oift-giving.” So much is 
riding on a moment. What 
most couples eventually 
discover is that the best 
gifts are not necessarily 
the most expensive gifts. 
For the husband or wife 
that is contemplating their 
spouse’s next present and 
asking what to give, the an- 
swer isn’t only in the store, 
it’s in the story. 

Anyone can buy 
clothes, flowers, candy, 
jewelry and the like, but 
how many husbands and 
wives know how to give 
their spouses amazing 
moments and precious 
memories? Ultimately, 
these transform into beauti- 
ful stories your spouse will 


enjoy reliving and retelling. 
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In life, some of the greatest challenges will manifest in 
the simplest moments. One of the simplest universal 
challenges for the married couple occurs when it’s 
time for “gift-giving”’ So much is riding on a moment. 
What most couples eventually discover is that the 
best gifts are not necessarily the most expensive gifts. 
For the husband or wife that is contemplating their 
spouse’s next present and asking what to give, the 
answer isn’t only in the store, it’s in the story. 


More importantly, they become 
moments that remind both of you 
of what wonderful choices you’ ve 
made in choosing one another. 
For those of you who may 
still be wondering what all of this 
means, here’s a true story that may 
shed a little light. A pastor and his 
wife, after years of working and 
saving, were finally able to buy 
a beautiful house in the hills. So 
many blessings had to line up and 
sacrifices had to be made in order 
for this wonderful purchase to 
become a reality. Eventually, the 
pastor and his wife finished the fi- 
nal touches, settled in and relaxed 
in the fact that this was the place 
they were now calling “home.” 
One day there was a brush 
fire. The fire began to spread 
quickly. Everyone in the area was 
aware of the fire but without great 
concern given the distance and the 
direction of the flames. One day 


as the fire was still burning in the 
distance, the pastor had to leave. 
The wife, being home alone, 
decided to closely monitor the 

fire from their backyard. As she 
began to look across the hills she 
discovered that the direction of the 
fire had changed and it was now 
headed straight for their home. 
She stood there watching the 
firemen unsuccessfully struggle 

to contain the flames until finally 
resigning herself to the fact that 

it was time to leave. The pas- 

tor returned home, rushed to his 
wife’s side and said, “Everyone on 
our block will be saved because 
we live here!” She watched as her 
husband walked to the edge of 
their property and in the author- 
ity of God Almighty stood facing 
a wall of flames and commanded 
the winds to shift. He continued 
to stand strong as his faith in God 
outlasted the massive flames. Sud- 


denly, the winds began to blow in 
the opposite direction. Although 
devastation was all around them, 
not one house on their block was 
lost. The wife looked at her hus- 
band, more in love than ever, and 
thought to herself, “P’ve always 
wanted a man that could speak to 
the wind!” 

When I heard that story I 
immediately began to imagine a 
show of hands for every man or 
woman that desires a spouse who 
would speak to the wind; there 
would be a sea of hands across the 
globe. 

As the next holiday ap- 
proaches and you begin the age- 
old struggle to discover the perfect 
gift, I challenge you to not only 
buy it, but also find ways to be it. 
Although we love the stores, we 
relish the stories. It is the stories 
which ultimately remind your 
spouse that the greatest gift God 
has given them is you! 


-A special “thank you” for all the 
wonderful comments that so many 
of you have sent. 


To submit questions for 
this column please email 
drmichelle@cogic.org 


Dr, Michelle Jackson-McCoy, a graduate 
from UCLA, became a lecturer of psy- 
chology at Loyola Marymount University, 
directed human development research 
for the largest think tank in the United 
States, has written numerous publications, 
launched several successful national proj- 
ects, and now has developed a powerful 
new and innovative ministry titled Redis- 
covering Me, Rediscovering You, a marriage 
encounter for the enhancement and 
restoration of marriages worldwide. 
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= By Leonitta Turner 


The 63rd annual COGIC Women’s Convention and 
Crusade was held May 27 - May 31, 2013 at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. If you 
attended, then you know that this year’s theme, “A Call 
for Wailing Women to Pursue Righteousness and Fulfill 
Their Destiny” is both a mission and a command. 


“or years, Ihave resisted attending the 
Church of God in Christ (COGIC) 
Women’s International Convention & 
Crusade. Crowds make me nervous, 
travel i 1S Cu csou and ¢ convention 


- 
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On Tuesday, May 27th, 
Dr. Willie Mae Rivers, 
President and General 
Supervisor of the Depart- 
ment of Women, spoke. 
Mother Rivers set the 
stage with a spirited mes- 
sage calling for wailing 
women to pursue righ- 
teousness and fulfill their 
godly mission. Originated 
in 1950 by Mother Lil- 


lian Brooks Coffey with 
100 women who traveled 
from Chicago on the Lil- 
lian Brooks Coffey train, 
the event has expanded 
significantly. More than 
20,000 women from a 
variety of denominations 
and countries around the 
world attended the 2013 
convention. Many men 
also attended the public 
services. 


Dressed in high fashion, 
attendees also enjoyed the 


Gospel Explosion with 
musical performances by 
Myrna Summers, Bishop 
Richard “Mr. Clean” 
White, Crystal Rucker, 
Vickie Winans, Doreen 
Schuler and others. 
However, the convention 
was not a social event. 
Sunday before midnight, 
many came together for 
all-night prayer. The 


anointing continued in the 
weekday prayer services, 
which often focused on 
prayer initiatives unique 
to women, such as aban- 
donment and abuse. 
“Prayer is our foundation. 
It encourages the young 
women and elderly who 
are pushed to the side and 
not recognized,’ Mother 
Rivers said. 


The convention was 
structured to encourage 
ladies of all ages to 


participate. Attendees 
had the opportunity to 
ask seasoned, spirit-filled 
leaders questions regard- 
ing COGIC. During the 
General Supervisor’s 
dialogue with young 
women 49 and under, top- 
ics regarding the history, 
structure, direction, and 
foundational values of the 
Church of God in Christ 


were addressed. Mother 
Rivers said that those 49 
and under are dear to her 
heart. “I want to encour- 
age young people to get 
attached to the Ministry 
of Women and to get 
serious about it.” 


Conference attendees po- 
sitioned themselves for a 
week of jam-packed days 
of discussion and instruc- 
tion by attending daily 
praise and worship servic- 
es, specialized training, 


and sessions designed to 
properly equip them for 
spiritual warfare. Mother 
Rivers exclaimed, “It is 
time that we do battle on 
our knees. We must get 
into position for God’s 
righteousness.” 


Women were encouraged 
to work together, support 
one another, and to uplift 


their church, district, and 
jurisdiction. Mother Riv- 
ers expressed her delight 
in working with the new- 
ly appointed Assistant 
General Supervisor, Dr. 
Barbara McCoo Lewis of 
the Southern California 
First Jurisdiction. During 
the 49 and under session, 
the young women com- 
mitted to work together 
and to use their wounds 
as weapons in order to 
advance the Kingdom. 


ese Oo een Wales Ye 


Those interested in 

the Outreach and Over 
Comers Ministries had 
the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in several mission 
events. For the first time 
in COGIC history, prison 
ministry was conducted 
at an international level. 
150 inmates housed at the 
all-male prison attended 
the service. Prisoners, 
guards, and workers 
wept and 39 souls were 
saved. The team also 
visited Harbor House, an 
emergency shelter that 
provides safe, tempo- 
rary shelter and related 
services for survivors of 
domestic violence. More 
than 250 bags filled with 
personal items were do- 
nated to the organization. 


If you have never at- 
tended a Women’s Con- 
vention, I encourage 
you to do so. In addition 
to sound, foundational 
teaching, prayer and fel- 
lowship, the convention 
provided attendees an 
opportunity to understand 
what COGIC is really 
about. Speakers empha- 


sized the importance of supporting established ministries, such as the Prayer and 
Bible Band, as well as new directives, such as the Urban Initiatives. This is the es- 
sence of the women’s conference; women ministering to, praying for, encouraging, 
and uplifting each other and those in the community and the world. 


Other conference speakers included Evangelist Winfred Morris and Super- 
visor Grace Davis-Harris. The Presiding Bishop of the Church of God in 
Christ, Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., concluded the convention on Friday 
night encouraging women not to be content with barrenness. “When wom- 
en start to cry; when women start to wail; God goes to work,” said Bishop 
Blake. He called for everyone to get desperate and pray they bring forth 
good fruit for God. If you are seeking to increase your spiritual fruitfulness, 
join us in Louisville, Kentucky next year for the 64th Women’s International 
Convention & Crusade. TWT 


Leonitta Turner is a missionary at Fresh Anointing Ministries Worship Center in Summerville, SC - 
South Carolina Jurisdiction. 
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Sometimes it seems 
like life is that one big question: 
what’s really going on? It can be 
a miserable feeling to not have 
a clear understanding about the 
direction in which your life is 
going. This troubling feeling can 
be intensified if all of the signs 
indicate that things are not going 
to get any better. In your pursuit 
for clarity, you may have reached 
out to anyone or any source that 
you thought could provide you 
with an answer. You may have 
sought input from your friends 
on the internet's social media 
sites. You may have spent hours 
watching celebrities on television 
who “specialize” in giving advice. 
You may have confided in some- 
one who you thought you could 
trust and found they couldn't wait 
to share your secrets with any- 
one who would listen. Your prob- 
lems can be so perplexing that 
you go immediately to sources 
other than the source that can 
actually give you understanding; 
that would be God. God is the 
only source that is not limited in 
His ability to make your life clear 
to you. 

By making God your 
first choice for answers, 
you can avoid an 
exhaustive search that 
will produce zero 
conclusive answers. 

In the second chapter 
of Daniel, King Nebuchadnez- 
zar was struggling with trying 
to get an understanding about 
a dream that was troubling 
him. The God of Israel was not 


Nebuchadnezzar’s first choice 
to have his dream clarified. It 


was not until Nebuchadnezzar’s 
magicians, astrologers and the 
sorcerers failed to reveal the 
dream that it was suggested 
that he turn to Daniel, a man of 
the God of Israel. Daniel was 
able to reveal the dream and its 
meaning, but Daniel didn’t take 
credit for the power to do so. 
Daniel had no delusion of gran- 
deur about his ability to reveal 
and interpret the dream. Daniel 
gave God the glory because he 
realized that the answer came 
from God. No one can do what 
God can do. There is no power 
comparable to God’s power. In 
Zechariah 4:6, God makes it 
clear as to how things are done. 
“Then he answered and spake 
unto me, saying, This is the 
word of the Lord unto Zerubba- 
bel, saying, Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts.” 

We can use the story 
of Daniel revealing the dream 
as an example. We don't have 
to be troubled by concern for 
our future. If we pray for under- 
standing, God will give it to us. 
“Let my cry come near before 
thee, O Lord: give me under- 
standing according to thy word” 
(Psalm 119:169). God wants us 
to have a clear understanding. 
of the events that occur in our 
lives. All we need to do is look 
to heaven. “The Lord looketh 
from heaven; he beholdeth all 
the sons of men” (Psalm 33:13). 
“Chaos is not from God. Chaos 
is a tool of the devil to take our 
focus off of the Lord. God is not 
the author of confusion, but of 
peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33). 

There is a physical 
distance between heaven and 


earth, but answers from God 
are just a prayer away. “The 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; neither his 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear” 
(Isaiah 59:1 KJV). 


We can take comfort 
in the knowledge that 
God yet sits on His 

throne in all His maj- 


esty and power. 


There is nothing that can pre- 
vent you from getting an answer 
from God when He sends it. 

Daniel was in prayer 21 
days when he received an an- 
swer to his prayers. “Then said 
the angel unto Daniel, Fear 
not, Daniel: for from the first 
day that thou didst set thine 
heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, 
thy words were heard, and | 
am come for thy words. But 
the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days: but, lo, Michael, 
one of the chief princes, came 
to help me; and | remained 
there with the kings of Persia. 
Now | am come to make thee 
understand what shall befall 
thy people in the latter days: 
for yet the vision is for many 
days” (Daniel 10:12-14). Keep 
on looking to God. All answers 
are with God who is in heaven. 
TWT 


Elder Rick Cunningham is the author of 
“Making Choices In Christ: Moving Beyond 
Self Destructive Choices And Behavior” 
and a member of the Southside Church 
of God in Christ in Jacksonville, Florida. 


earth, but answers from God are just a prayer away. 


Lge Church 


By Robert Day 


The title of this article is, within ttself, an oxymoron. It produces a 
seemingly, self-contradictory effect in the eyes of the readers, the tongues 
of the speakers and the ears of the hearers. This is because the words 
“cursing, cussing” and “church” do not fit well together in the same 
sentence, nor do they abide well together in the reality of 
righteousness as an ambassador of Christ. 


. CURSING as the Opposite of Blessing 


a rather than blessing, can be defined as cursing one’s life with constant downplay of hope _ 
and acknowledgement of despair, or maintaining strongholds of a generational nature through one’s 
life or family. It is speaking in terms of the accursed, adhering to chain letters, wishing bad 
on someone, or a multitude of other offenses of the occult. 2 


2. Direct CUSSING 


Direct cussing often occurs during frustrations or anger, when complaining about something or 
when so-called putting someone in their place. It is a cussing-out of a spouse or child, or a blatant 
disregard of proper language and neglected intelligence when expressing one’s feelings or emotions. 


Indirect CUSSING 


Indirect cussing occurs in the spelling of cuss words during conversation, rather than saying the 
word outright. It can also be the use of cliché cuss phrases that don’t appear too harmful, or 
disguising foul language to get one’s point across to the receiver of the profane verbal tongue 
lashing. However, there is modern-day aspect to the method of indirect cussing. It’s done through 
technology, in which the youth in particular, have found ways to creatively cuss on the internet. 


There are so many cuss acronyms used in text messages, emails and on internet blog sites. This 
new speech is happening on a daily basis as pastors, ministers, choir members and other church 
members intermingle with our youth, and the rest of the world, on the most popular social-use 


websites. 


However, pay attention saints of God because we can be just as guilty as the youth, at times, with 
our speech! Take a moment to reflect on statements grandparents, parents and we ourselves have 
said, such as: “I’ll beat the cowboy stew out of someone,” “You can get the opposite of heaven out 
of my face,” and everyone knows the classic, ““You ain’t gotta go home, but you gotta get the (blank) 
outta here.” God is not happy with our language! 


What does the BIBLE Say? 


Although there are many scriptures we could use in reference to living in 
righteousness as a whole, one of the best references that speaks directly about 
this article topic is found in the third chapter of the Book of James. This chapter 
talks about the unruly tongue and the wisdom we can receive from God to control 
our tongue. The chapter states that the tongue is a little member in our body that 
boasts great things; that out of the same mouth speaks blessings and cursing; that 
with the tongue we bless God our Father and we curse men made in the similitude 
of God; and that no spring yields both salt water and fresh water. Yet, this is the way 
in which some Christians live, through the words that come out of their mouths. 

Do we know that God is coming back for a church without spot or wrinkle? 
Do we want to hear, “Well done my good and faithful servant, enter therein?” We 
tend to forget in anger, frustration, or rage that we should, “[k]eep our hearts with 
all diligence, for out of the heart are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). The real 
question is this:“What’s in our heart which flows out so uncontrollably?” Church, 
we need to hide God's word in our hearts, so that we don’t sin against Him. “Let | 
the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 
oh Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14)! 


scriptures to Review: | 
Col 3:8, Eph 4:29, Mt 15:10-11, Mt 12:3 


MO le oR 


Haver eae 


By Reginald Boswell 


Northern Alabama’s 
COGIC Pioneer, Mother Bessie 
Turner, is the mother of four 
children, 7 grandchildren, 9 great- 
grandchildren and 2 great-great- 
grandchildren. Mother Turner is 
the oldest surviving member of 
the New Market Church of God 
In Christ and has been a Sunday School secretary for 
over 55 years. Dr. Paul Ruffin, COGIC Director of 
Biblical Sciences for the International Sunday School 
Department and Alabama Ist Jurisdiction’s Sunday 
School President, has known Mother Turner for over 
39 years and says, “She records minutes with great 
accuracy.” It is remarkable that she has been doing 
so for over 5 decades and still serves faithfully in 
that same capacity at the Draper Memorial Church of 
God In Christ in Huntsville, AL. 

Mother Turner feels that encouraging others 
is her gift. When anyone does something in church, 
whether it’s singing, preaching or dancing, she goes 
to the person and compliments them. “Afterward, 
if I don’t see them” she says, “it bothers me in my 
spirit and I wait until the next time I see them to 
compliment them.” Mother Turner always has a 
kind word and a hug for children and preachers, 


who also receive their healthy 
share of amens from her. 

Mother Turner mentioned 
that David encouraged himself 
even when the people around 
him were discouraged and others 
were against him. “That lets me 
know, everybody is not going to 
be with you, but it shouldn’t stop you.” A pillar in 
the community, she believes in living right, help- 
ing others and guiding youth. She says that she 
will sometimes say to young men, “Pull up your 
pants sweetie,” she grins. ““They’ll let them slide 
back down, but I’ll ask just the same.” Dr. Ruffin 
says, “She is always happy and always smiling. I 
have never seen her upset or heard her say anything 
negative. She’s a true saint of God who loves the 
Sunday School Department.” TWT 


Content Advisory: Evangelist Sonja Leslie, Draper 
Memorial COGIC, Huntsville, AL 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True Light Church of God in 
Christ COGIC where Fourth Administrative Assistant of the 
Alabama First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, Dr Terrell Harris Jr, is 
pastor. 
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TAKES THE 
CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST 


By Dr Eli 


PILGRIMAG 
PENTEC 


Prayer and fasting 
is what made the Church 
Of God In Christ (COGIC) 
a great movement. 
Presiding Bishop Charles 
E. Blake, Sr. has ensured 
that we do not neglect 
these fundamentals. He 
called COGIC to a fifty 
day consecration, March 
31, 2013 through May 19, 
2013, called, “Pilgrimage 
to Pentecost.” Daily devo- 
tionals were provided 
online and the saints 
prayed over eleven 
petitions for the Baptism 
, of the Holy 
' Ghost, refill- 
ing, miracles, 
fruit of the 

Spirit, spiri- 
_€ tual gifts, love, 
~ church leaders, 
missions, the inner city, 


prayer and holiness. 

The consecration culmi- 
nated on the Day of Pentecost. 
The liturgical season often forgets 
Pentecost. Subsequently, Pentecos- 
tals tend to focus on the traditional 
observance of Christmas and Eas- 
ter; however, the Presiding Bishop 
is forging a renewed interest in the 
season that “birthed” the church-- 
Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-4)! 

“Pilgrimage” was interna- 
tional. Directives were published 
in Spanish in order to reach His- 
panics, the fastest growing ethnic 
group in America, as well as Tam- 
il, a language of India, where some 
of the strongest COGIC churches 


are located. The results around the 
globe were astounding. Thousands 
were saved and filled with the 
Holy Ghost! Saints as far away as 
the United Kingdom participated. 

As a result of the global 
empha sis, some of the most 
memorable results came from the 
foreign field, including Bishop 
Bevin G. Lawrence reporting thir- 
ty-four teenagers filled in the India 
Third Jurisdiction! Also, Bishop 
Avel B. Forto of the Philippines 
Jurisdiction reported twenty-two 
souls filled! 

The miracle testimonies 
of “Pilgrimage” are numerous! 
Some of the most outstanding 
were those that occurred among 
children, including a ten year old 
boy who was healed of mute- 
ness and for the first time spoke 
and heard! Also outstanding was 
Bishop Loren Mann’s testimony 
of how the glory of God rested on 
his local church and sixty six souls 
were filled in his Sunday morning 
service! General Board Member 
Bishop Frank O. White gave the 
amazing account of how four 
hundred souls were refilled in his 
church! 

Presiding Bishop Blake 
took this mandate that he received 
from God very seriously. He led 
the saints by example. He fasted 
and prayed and also went door to 
door in the city of Los Angeles, 
California, witnessing to lost souls 
about Jesus Christ! The Bishop 
believes that this is why we are 
empowered by the Holy Ghost, 
to fulfill the Great Commission. 

Our leader also used the 
“Pilgrimage to Pentecost” as an 
opportunity to do some old fash- 
ioned tarrying with souls. People 
were observed being “slain in the 
Spirit,” then rising to their feet 
speaking in tongues because God 


filled them with the Holy Ghost 
as Bishop Blake prayed! : 

Leaders from across 
COGIC followed the Presiding 
Bishop’s example. Bishop Prince 
Bryant (Texas South Central 
Jurisdiction) hosted a “Pentecost 
All Night Prayer” for all Houston 
area saints. Then, on Pentecost 
Sunday, all COGIC churches 
in Houston came together for a 
worship celebration! History was 
also made in the Midwest as, for 
the first time, the jurisdictions 
of Kansas East (Bishop Lemuel 
Thuston), Missouri Western First 
(Bishop Frank Douglas) and 
Missouri Western Second (Bishop 
John M. Johnson) all came 
together for joint worship on 
Pentecost Sunday. 

The Presiding Bishop 
thanks everyone for participating. 
He now admonishes us to 


“Keep the fire 
burning!” 

Continue to fast and pray and 
avail yourselves to the work 

of the Lord. As we reflect with 
thanksgiving on how thousands 
of lives were impacted through 
“Pilgrimage to Pentecost,’ Bishop 
Blake wants us to believe God for 
even greater things. And as we all 
know, his consistent declaration 
for this “grand ole” church is, “I 
see you in the future and you look 
much better than you look right 
now!” 


Dr. Elijah H. Hankerson Ill is the President 
of the International Evangelism Depart- 
ment, Admin. Asst. to Bishop R. J. Ward: 
MissouriEastern First Jurisdiction, COGIC, 
2nd Vice Pres: St Louis Metropolitan Cler- 
gyCoalition and Senior Pastor & Founder: 
Life Center International COGIC 
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Pentecost was a 
time of the first fruits of 
the wheat harvest and 
from it, the wave offering 
was prepared. For us, 
Pentecost is always a 
special time of preaching. 
During the Pilgrimage 
to Pentecost | preached 
through the Book of 
Acts, and from Acts 19:2 

| preached, “Have 
you received the Holy 
Ghost since you believed? 
If Not, Why Not?” A few 
weeks later while exiting 
another jurisdictional 
service, a young lady 
stopped me in the aisle 
and said, “Elder Mason, 
guess what? I’ve got the 
Holy Ghost!” This young 
lady’s joyous testimony is 
indeed a historic revival 
cry from our past and is 
being heard around the 
country once again. 

While preaching 
this spring in Harlem, 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


PVE GOT THE HOLY GHOST! 


This is truly a glorious time in the history of the Church 
of God in Christ, as we embrace the national theme given 
to us by Presiding Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. Begin- 
ning this year at the Leadership Conference in Atlanta, 
then “suddenly” during the General Assembly in Memphis, 
and throughout the Pilgrimage to Pentecost consecration, 
God has been pouring out His Spirit. The saints every- 
where are excited and Experiencing the Power of Jesus 
Christ, Pursuing His Mission and His Righteousness. 


NY at the historic Kelly Temple 
COGIC with Bishop James 
Gaylord, | recalled reading the 
words, “Otha’s got it! Otha’s 
got the Holy Ghost!” That was 
the message given long distance 
from Chicago in 1917 when 
the late Bishop Otha M. Kelly 
received the baptism as a young 
man during the first Chicago 
revival held by Bishop William 
M. Roberts. The late Elder 
Norvel V.Woolfolk, founding 
president of the Charles Har- 
rison Mason Historical Society, 
titled his memoir, “I’ve Got It! 
The Life of a Sanctified Boy”. 

A joyous song of the same 

title was recorded by the late 
Senior Bishop Ozro Thurston 
Jones’ Pennsylvania State Choir, 
as well as by the great Gene 


Martin and other gospel groups: 


“Yes, there’s something ‘bout 
the Holy Ghost. | can’t explain 
it, but | GOT IT!” 


Thank you Presiding 


Bishop Blake and Evangelism 
President Elijah Hankerson for 
leading us back to the river of 
living water. 


COGIC NATIONAL 
LANDMARK CHURCH 


RECOGNITION 
When | was first appointed to 
lead the Charles Harrison Mason 
Historical Society in 2010, | 
immediately adopted Proverbs 
22:28 as our departmental theme: 
“Remove not the ancient 
landmark which thy fathers 
hath set.” 

It has been my privilege 
to visit and minister at many 
historic COGIC churches, such 
as the Memphis church founded 
by Bishop C. H. Mason, Temple 
COGIC, which is now pastored by 
Bishop David A. Hall. There’s also 
D.J.Young Memorial COGIC in 
Kansas City, and Roberts Temple 
COGIC, which is also a Chicago 
Landmark, having hosted the funeral 
of Emmett Till in 1955. It has been 


a 


my honor as well to minister from 
the pulpit of our gracious Presid- 
ing Bishop at the 70 year old West 
Angeles COGIC, which is the larg- 
est congregation in the brother- 
hood. The Chicago church | pastor, 
Greater Prayer Garden COGIC 

is now 78 years old and was lead 
by two Illinois bishops, the late 
Bishop Cain Scott and my late 
grandfather, Bishop John O. Mason. 
Needless to say, there are many 
more hundreds of historic and 
notable COGIC churches. These 
churches have stood the test of 
time and we want to recognize 
them. 

The Charles Harrison 
Mason Historical Society there- 
fore announces the COGIC 
National Landmark Church 
Recognition. We will be iden- 
tifying historic COGIC churches 
across the brotherhood that have 
served for 50 years or more. 
Jurisdictional honors will also be 
given to those jurisdictions that 
have been in existence for 50 
years or more. 

Look for brochures for the 
official COGIC National Landmark 
Church Certification Application 
and online submission guidelines 
during the upcoming AIM Conven- 
tion, in the Whole Truth Magazine, 
and online at www.cogic.com. 


For information about the Charles 
Harrison Mason Historical Society 
and our upcoming events, please 
contact: 


Pastor Mack C. Mason 

Charles Harrison Mason 
Historical Society 

PO Box 474 

Hazel Crest, IL 60429 

Email: cogichistoryprez@ live.com 
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